


Any as long as they are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs, provide sporting experience, 
and Development are opened to all with a fee.

6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees;

Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point system to allow good 
PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use;
1) YES surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and development are open to all with
a fee and
2) Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and hosting it
should even be encouraged.

Our family had joined the Aberdeen Boat Club since my kids was 7 years old. Over these 11 
years, my sons are able to understand and learn many sailing knowledge and skill from Club 
activities. 

Thanks to the club, a very stable, safe and professional environment enable them to develop a 
good character and meeting friends that enjoy sailing. Through sport, it benefits them to learn 
how to develop their skill, understanding of nature life and cope with problem ahead. They are 
very proud of being a youth sailors and had more important is they use the knowledge to keep 
as connection to world. 

We love our club. Sport is a very Frail business and need a very strong support by 
Government to survive. It will be very SAD and DISAPPOINT to hear Government will abandon 
the policy of Sport support 

Thank you for the opportunity that allow us to share our view.

Best regards,

Glady Chan

 











Q. 5 What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer to  pages
30-31)
契約用地上應該容許哪些設施(包括附屬設施) (請參閱第 30-31 頁)
A.5 - Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required. 需要擴展淋浴和衛生間設施。
- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor areas, boat racking for

vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently
needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.
教室、會議室、行政辦公室、有蓋戶外區域、儲存訓練和安全船隻的船架，及設備 齊全的工作坊
等都是白沙灣遊艇會緊急需要的設施。

Q. 6 How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

如何加強契約用地承租人的企業管治和透明度 (請參閱第 31-33 頁)
A.6 - Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations. 季度匯報突出非成員的參與。

Q. 7 Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer to pages
33-34)
應否及如何審批新的康體用地申請（請參閱第 33-34 頁）

- Annual inspections 年度檢查

Regards,
Helen Li







accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance 
contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer
to pages 30‐31)

A.5       ‐            Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor 
areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped 
maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer
to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33‐34)

A.7       ‐           Annual inspections

Other comments you may give
 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing 

courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.    
I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue.

Yours faithfully,

William Anthony





RHKYC. Because we love and believe in Hong Kong.

I understand that the government is looking at many options for the land shortage in Hong Kong. 
This is fully understandable. However, using the RHKYC sites is a very bad idea. The land taken by the 
RHKYC is very very tiny, and would provide almost no land for housing, while the land is being 
actively used throughout the day for sporting purposes which are great for Hong Kong.

Hong Kong is an island territory, and water sports are a proud part of Hong Kong. As Hong Kong 
becomes more crowded, water sports become more important and even more enjoyable. After a 
long day in the office, it is wonderful to go paddling or sailing on the water, with new friends. I 
strongly believe that the government should encourage this, while encouraging sports of all types. 
Hong Kong is ‘Asia’s World City’. A world city needs a lively mix of history, sport and culture. By 
charging excessive amounts for land premiums, or removing land from the RHKC, Hong Kong risks 
becoming a city of tall office and apartment blocks with no energy, diversity or fun.

Please contact me if you would like any more background or comments.

Yours sincerely,

Karen McIntosh



Tuesday, September 4 2018 

Dear Madam, Dear Sir, 

Good morning. 

I have been a member of the RHKYC for almost 10 years now and enjoy recreational paddling with 

family  and  friends.  I have had  the  chance  to meet new  friends on  the water and experience  the 

camaraderie of friendly racing on our coastal waters. 

Not only does the club's focus on sailing, rowing, paddling and dragon boating for all ages and skill 

levels, it encourages a healthy lifestyle we all need more of. 

The Club invests in the sports significantly (Club is not‐for‐profit and all income generated goes back 

to the sport) and I was thrilled that 3 of the 8 Men HK Rowing Bronze medal at the recent Asian Games 

are from our Club. 

Furthermore, from a practical point of view, Full Market Value (FMV) is difficult to be calculated and 

even government have no idea as of yet what that value is.  The 30% on FMV would have to be taken 

from investing in our sporting development, not desirable for such an international high profile city. 

It seems important to point out that without the sports clubs, the government will have to operate 

and fund the activities currently funded by clubs. Costs would have to be cut.  As the main costs of the 

RHKYC are salaries this would inevitably mean job losses. 

The Club has always been proud that training programmes are open to the public and cover all ages 

and abilities and we also run extracurricular sailing and rowing for schools ‐ over 70% of people taking 

part in our training courses are non‐member, our competitions are open to non‐members and on the 

sailing side alone, data shows that 40% of weekly class racing competitors are non‐members. 

The Club has strong focus on youth and developing the champions of tomorrow. The government does 

not provide development opportunities between beginner level and elite sport ‐ the Club bridges the 

gap. 

The Club uses its own resources drawn from membership fees and any operating surplus to invest into 

the sports ‐ facilities/equipment/training/races. 

The Club provided the on the water race management for the Volvo Ocean Race which could not have 

been held in Hong Kong if it were not for the Club's resources and its members expertise. These events 

not only promote the Club but promote Hong Kong itself and is all done at the Club's expense. 

Hence,  for all the above the government should not have the  land taken back to address the  land 

shortfall in Hong Kong.  There are other options. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Xavier Pech 

1508





accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance 
contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer
to pages 30‐31)

A.5       ‐            Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor 
areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped 
maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer
to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33‐34)

A.7    ‐           Annual inspections

Other comments you may give
 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue. 

Yours faithfully,
 Carol





Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30-31)

A.5 - Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven
Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and
how to assess
applications for new
sites for sports and
recreational use (Refer
to pages 33-34)

A.7       -
Annual 
inspections

Other comments you may give
 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer-based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a structured
training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and other
authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong
in the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from
mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non-members on the premises per year for
sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.

No name provided
沒有署名





of membership fees or lower investment

����� This means that either:
o The club will not be able to invest in teaching, programmes and
facilities that support the development of the sport and are used by the
national sporting authorities. This means that there will be increased strain
for space, facilities and resources on the government to provide these
facilities
o Members like me will no longer be able to afford to join the club, which
means that the club will need to raise fees further, making it elitist as only
the wealthiest can join – and going completely against what the FMV
payments were supposed to achieve.

����� Using land for private recreational leases to address the land shortfall in
Hong Kong is short‐sighted. PRLs, country parks and other facilities contribute to
society other ways ‐ not just land value ‐ by allowing access to sport and recreation,
the development of Hong Kong’s image as a vibrant and active city, and a healthy
quality of life. It would be narrow‐minded to believe that addressing the land
shortfall by removing facilities that enhance the quality of life in Hong Kong will
improve society as a whole.

  Increasing costs for PRLs does not solve your problem of a land shortage

I am currently paying less than a monthly gym membership in a Central gym, and with that I 
am able to participate in three sports and compete in a high level ‐ I have teammates who 
represented Hong Kong at the Asian Games last month. I am also able to develop skills – 
such as RIB driving, first aid, competition organising – that has allowed me to contribute to 
the development of the sport in Hong Kong and promote access to those who are new to 
the sport (such as volunteering at open days, beginner courses and charity/access events). 
There are many hundreds of people like me in the RHKYC who are contributing to the 
development and access of rowing, sailing, outrigging and dragonboating in Hong Kong in 
their own way, and we can only do this with the provision of infrastructure and access by 
the RHKYC.

Natalie Kwan 









permitted in order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate 
facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30-31)

A.5 - Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven
Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and
how to assess
applications for new
sites for sports and
recreational use (Refer
to pages 33-34)

A.7    -
Annual 
inspections

Other comments you may give
 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer-based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a structured
training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and other
authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong
in the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from
mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non-members on the premises per year for
sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue. 

Yours faithfully,
ko chun fai







If a high land premium is introduced, many clubs would find it prohibitive 

thus affecting their abilities to contribute to sports development in 
HongKong. Even if the Land Premium is relatively low it will mean that 
sporting clubs will have less to spend on the largely shared objectives 
specified by the Government.

Q. 4     Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their facilities so as
to better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong (Refer to pages

25‐30)

A.4        ‐           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial constraints in 
its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the public much 

beyond what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be permitted in 
order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate 
facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary

facilities) (Refer to pages 30‐31)

A.5       ‐            Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor areas,

boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped

maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees

(Refer to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations.  

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33‐34)



A.7    ‐           Annual inspections

Other comments you may give
The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing 

activities.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has

already paid its dues.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children

throughthe Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training
Centre.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a

not for profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a
disability to join a structured training course resulting in recognised sailing
certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para

Championships Hong Kong in December 2018.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Millionfor Charity from an

AnnualSailing event which commencedin 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants,
volunteers and sponsorsattending.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as

well as YMCA and various charities.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in

all local ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung
residents over the years.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club worksin co‐operation with the Hong Kong MarineDept

and other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18

years.



The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional 

Laser  training.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing

Hong Kong in the National Sailing Team.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from

mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year

for sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of
community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht 
Club should continue. 

No name provided
沒有署名







I hope that you can take this into consideration

All the best

Emmanuel V Pitsilis





灣遊艇會緊急需要的設施,

f.)     如何加強契約用地承租人的企業管治和透明度；

        本人意見為 -  白沙灣遊艇會定期提交季度匯報, 突出非成員的參與及反影對社會
責任之承擔。

g.)    應否及如何審批新的康體用地申請 ；

         本人意見為 - 可按年度檢查審批新的申請.

另外白沙灣遊艇會在這數十年來, 管理層和各會員都不遺餘力地推廣航海運動及至社會
責任, 例如 : 
* 白沙灣遊艇會一直通過帆船訓練中心的“青年航海發展基金”積極推動兒童帆船訓練.
* 白沙灣遊艇會是香港體育聯會區域 Laser 訓練基地.
* 白沙灣遊艇會比賽隊伍有三名青年成員代表香港出席區域帆船比賽.
* 白沙灣遊艇會提供本地及區域航海員(包括來自中國内地)航海及比賽機會.
* 白沙灣遊艇會在過去 50 年開發了土地，並且已經支付了應付的費用.
* 白沙灣遊艇會有 200 名年齡由 7 至 18 歲的學生航海會員
* 白沙灣遊艇會向公眾人士開放帆船訓練和賽事活動.
* 白沙灣遊艇會為香港航能提供了一個訓練基地。香港航能是一個非牟利志願機構，
為殘障人士提供機會參加培訓課程，從而獲得公認的帆船訓練證書，又或只是體驗

航海運動.
* 白沙灣遊艇會提供航海訓練給 18 間本地學校、香港基督教青年會及多間慈善機構.
* 白沙灣遊艇會是西貢社區的一部分，參與所有當地的儀式和節日，多年來一直是西
貢居民的雇主.
* 白沙灣遊艇會與香港海事處及水警等其他機構合作.
* 白沙灣遊艇會每年有超過 3000 名非會員參加帆船訓練課程, 龍骨船和小艇帆船比賽,
提供共2,800小時給社區人士使用設施.

本人就是次諮詢提供以上意見, 謝謝 !!
Lau Wing Kin
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To the Home Affairs Bureau, 

I am writing to you in regards to the Policy Review of Private Recreational Leases.  I am a 
member of the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club.  While it is a private club, there are numerous 
classes that are open to the public, such as sailing, rowing, paddling and dragon boating.  The 
majority of people taking part in these courses are not members of the club.  As a sporting club 
we help develop talented individuals in these respective sports.  The club is a not for profit 
organization and invests significantly in our sports programs.  The club also was heavily involved 
in supporting the Volvo Ocean Race, an internationally recognized race that attracted tens of 
thousands of visitors to the race village in Kai Tak.  This race would not have been held in Hong 
Kong if the club was not involved in providing the on water race management along with many 
volunteers from the club.  My family is very active in the club, our daughter has been taking 
sailing classes since she was 5 years old and my wife has volunteered at club hosted charity 
events as well as volunteering for the Volvo Ocean Race.   

I strongly feel the club provides multiple benefits to Hong Kong and deserves to keep its Private 
Recreation Lease.  There are other ways to address the land shortfall in Hong Kong with 
brownfield sites being a better option for future housing developments.   

Best regards, 

James Fallon 
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Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for profit
volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a structured training
course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships Hong Kong in
December 2018.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual Sailing event
which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and sponsors attending.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as YMCA and various
charities.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local ceremonies and
festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and other authorities
such as the local Marine Police.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser training.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in the National
Sailing Team.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland China)with
sailing and racing opportunities.
•The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing courses,
keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

Cedric BIMAR
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provider of both financial and non-financial service to the community.
This event is a key example of how HHYC has been so strongly partnered with 
services to the community.

I fully agree that Hong Kong has a Land Supply issue that has to be 
addressed but removing well used Community Spaces such as HHYC is not 
reasonable planning or use of space in my opinion.
It is not fair to a community to remove or heavily affect a positive 
service and activity that provides a lost to the people involved in the 
club at what ever level their involvement is. 

A community is measured by its surroundings and the way people interact in 
those places. 
The way people connect in an area is not easy to measure on paper but 
rather when actively involved in a space that provides more than just a 
roof or place of habitat the interaction is quite easy to assess. 
HHYC and the space that it takes up provides a much larger service to the 
community and its members than using this space for housing. 

I find it hard to believe that a planning groups would not consider the 
usage of green space and community ares and clubs to be of minimal 
importance and take action to remove or by its actions hinder the ongoing 
services these spaces provide.

Environmental impact is also another major point to consider in the area 
used within HHYC and its immediate surroundings. 
There is no doubt with the restriction of fishing into Port Shelter that 
wildlife and fish life has increased dramatically. 
It is very clear that the HK Community has returned to the area in large 
numbers daily to interact with this area. 

A key point of consideration Re the usage of space at HHYC is the clubs 
consistent path and focus and the way the club has panned forward and 
conducted itself.
It has never used the members funds to just build larger spaces and 
increase the quality of clubhouses or members privileges. 
The club has not focused on building a palace to lounge in for members but 
rather focused on developing so many areas that build not just members 
interest but community interests.

My view re Community Planning is that you can build a home on a parcel of 
land and it will benefit just the people that use that space. 
The space that HHYC fills services a large number of people per square foot 
by services that stretch to many different areas fo the community.

To remove this or affect this ongoing service and operation is removing or 
taking away a huge benefit to the community.
I find it hard to imagine this fits into any Town Planning or Strategic 
Growth that benefits the people of HK or in the region.

The movement of people reflects the worth of an area and it is clear they 
all come to Say King and Pak Sha Wan for the environmental aspects and not 
the housing.
Visitors have grown well beyond the level of infrastructure and housing 
over the past decade.

To lose this space or increase costs that would force people to not be able 
to continue to subscribe to ongoing membership would be a negative impact 
to the people of the region.

I look forward to your thoughts and feed back on the above.

Regards
David and Priscilla Raphael. 







what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be permitted in order to 
accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance 
contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer
to pages 30‐31)

A.5       ‐            Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor 
areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped 
maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer
to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33‐34)

A.7    ‐           Annual inspections

Below are my further comments about the Hebe Haven Yacht Club:

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue.

Andy Lee
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Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30-31)

A.5      -           Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven
Yacht Club.

Q. 6     How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations. 

Q. 7     Whether
and how to assess
applications for
new sites for
sports and
recreational use
(Refer to pages
33-34)

A.7       -
Annual 
inspections

Other comments you may give
 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer-based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a structured
training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local



ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and other
authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong
in the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from
mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non-members on the premises per year for
sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.

No name provided
沒有署名
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A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations.

Q. 7     Whether
and how to assess
applications for
new sites for
sports and
recreational use
(Refer to pages
33-34)

A.7       -
Annual 
inspections































No name provided
沒有署名





accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance 
contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer
to pages 30‐31)

A.5       ‐            Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor 
areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped 
maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer
to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33‐34)

A.7    ‐           Annual inspections

 Below are my further comments about the Hebe Haven Yacht Club:

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue. 

Yours faithfully,

wong yan yan
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灣遊艇會緊急需要的設施,

f.)     如何加強契約用地承租人的企業管治和透明度；

        本人意見為 -  白沙灣遊艇會定期提交季度匯報, 突出非成員的參與及反影對社會
責任之承擔。

g.)    應否及如何審批新的康體用地申請 ；

         本人意見為 - 可按年度檢查審批新的申請.

另外白沙灣遊艇會在這數十年來, 管理層和各會員都不遺餘力地推廣航海運動及至社會
責任, 例如 : 
* 白沙灣遊艇會一直通過帆船訓練中心的“青年航海發展基金”積極推動兒童帆船訓練.
* 白沙灣遊艇會是香港體育聯會區域 Laser 訓練基地.
* 白沙灣遊艇會比賽隊伍有三名青年成員代表香港出席區域帆船比賽.
* 白沙灣遊艇會提供本地及區域航海員(包括來自中國内地)航海及比賽機會.
* 白沙灣遊艇會在過去 50 年開發了土地，並且已經支付了應付的費用.
* 白沙灣遊艇會有 200 名年齡由 7 至 18 歲的學生航海會員
* 白沙灣遊艇會向公眾人士開放帆船訓練和賽事活動.
* 白沙灣遊艇會為香港航能提供了一個訓練基地。香港航能是一個非牟利志願機構，
為殘障人士提供機會參加培訓課程，從而獲得公認的帆船訓練證書，又或只是體驗

航海運動.
* 白沙灣遊艇會提供航海訓練給 18 間本地學校、香港基督教青年會及多間慈善機構.
* 白沙灣遊艇會是西貢社區的一部分，參與所有當地的儀式和節日，多年來一直是西
貢居民的雇主.
* 白沙灣遊艇會與香港海事處及水警等其他機構合作.
* 白沙灣遊艇會每年有超過 3000 名非會員參加帆船訓練課程, 龍骨船和小艇帆船比賽,
提供共2,800小時給社區人士使用設施.

本人就是次諮詢提供以上意見, 謝謝 !!

Marco Fung







f.)     如何加強契約用地承租人的企業管治和透明度；

        本人意見為 -  白沙灣遊艇會定期提交季度匯報, 突出非成員的參與及反影對社會
責任之承擔。

g.)    應否及如何審批新的康體用地申請 ；

         本人意見為 - 可按年度檢查審批新的申請.

另外白沙灣遊艇會在這數十年來, 管理層和各會員都不遺餘力地推廣航海運動及至社會
責任, 例如 : 
* 白沙灣遊艇會一直通過帆船訓練中心的“青年航海發展基金”積極推動兒童帆船訓練.
* 白沙灣遊艇會是香港體育聯會區域 Laser 訓練基地.
* 白沙灣遊艇會比賽隊伍有三名青年成員代表香港出席區域帆船比賽.
* 白沙灣遊艇會提供本地及區域航海員(包括來自中國内地)航海及比賽機會.
* 白沙灣遊艇會在過去 50 年開發了土地，並且已經支付了應付的費用.
* 白沙灣遊艇會有 200 名年齡由 7 至 18 歲的學生航海會員
* 白沙灣遊艇會向公眾人士開放帆船訓練和賽事活動.
* 白沙灣遊艇會為香港航能提供了一個訓練基地。香港航能是一個非牟利志願機構，
為殘障人士提供機會參加培訓課程，從而獲得公認的帆船訓練證書，又或只是體驗

航海運動.
* 白沙灣遊艇會提供航海訓練給 18 間本地學校、香港基督教青年會及多間慈善機構.
* 白沙灣遊艇會是西貢社區的一部分，參與所有當地的儀式和節日，多年來一直是西
貢居民的雇主.
* 白沙灣遊艇會與香港海事處及水警等其他機構合作.
* 白沙灣遊艇會每年有超過 3000 名非會員參加帆船訓練課程, 龍骨船和小艇帆船比賽,
提供共2,800小時給社區人士使用設施.

本人就是次諮詢提供以上意見, 謝謝 !!
Joyce, Ting Ka Yan





enhance contributions.

Q. 5  What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites 
(including ancillary facilities) (Refer to pages 30-31)

A.5 - Expanded shower and toilet facilities are
required.

-  Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration 
offices, shaded outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of 
training and safety vessels, and properly equipped maintenance workshops 
are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6  How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and 
transparency of the lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6  - Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’
participations.

Q. 7  Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for 
sports and recreational use (Refer to pages 33-34)

A.7 - Annual inspections

�

Other comments you may give
•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for 
sail training and sailing activities.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 
50 years and has already paid its dues.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting 
sailing to children through the Development Fund for Youth Sailing 
programme at the Sail Training Centre.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability 
Hong Kong, which is a not for profit volunteer-based organisation giving an 
opportunity to those with a disability to join a structured training course 
resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new 
experience.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South 
East Asian Para Championships Hong Kong in December 2018.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 
Million for Charity from an Annual Sailing event which commenced in 2002, 
with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and sponsors attending.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 
18 local schools as well as YMCA and various charities.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung 
Community, participates in all local ceremonies and festivals and has been 
an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.



•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation with the Hong 
Kong Marine Dept and other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged 
between 7 and 18 years.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation 
base for regional Laser  training.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members 
representing Hong Kong in the National Sailing Team.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors 
(including those from mainland China) with sailing and racing 
opportunities.

•  The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non-members on the 
premises per year for sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas 
contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club 
should continue.

Phil Mak





so as to better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong (Refer to 
pages 25-30)

A.4       -           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial
constraints in its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the
public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be
permitted in order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate
facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30-31)

A.5      -           Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven
Yacht Club.

Q. 6     How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations.

Q. 7     Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and
recreational use (Refer to pages 33-34)

A.7       -           Annual inspections

Other comments you may give
 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already



paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer-based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a structured
training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and other
authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong
in the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from
mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non-members on the premises per year for
sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.

Yours faithfully,

Christopher llena
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If a high land premium is introduced, many clubs would find it prohibitive 

thus affecting their abilities to contribute to sports development in Hong 
Kong. Even if the Land Premium is relatively low it will mean that sporting 
clubs will have less to spend on the largely shared objectives specified by the 
Government.

Q. 4     Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their
facilities so as to better complement and support sports development in Hong
Kong (Refer to pages 25‐30)

A.4       ‐           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial
constraints in its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to
members of the public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease
modifications should be permitted in order to accommodate further opening
up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30‐31)

A.5      ‐           Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded

outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels,
and properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by
Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6     How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees (Refer to pages 31‐33)

A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations. 

Q. 7     Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and
recreational use (Refer to pages 33-34)

A.7 - Annual inspections

Other comments you may give



The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing 

activities.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has

already paid its dues.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children

through the Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training
Centre.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a

not for profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a
disability to join a structured training course resulting in recognised sailing
certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para

Championships Hong Kong in December 2018.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from

an Annual Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors,
participants, volunteers and sponsors attending.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as

well as YMCA and various charities.

1. The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in
all local ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung
residents over the years.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept

and other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18

years.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional

Laser  training.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing

Hong Kong in the National Sailing Team.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from

mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year

for sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of
community access.



I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.

Edmond Tung





A.4       ‐           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial
constraints in its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the
public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be
permitted in order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate
facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30‐31)

A.5      ‐           Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded 
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and 
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven 
Yacht Club.

Q. 6     How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees 
(Refer to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7     Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational 
use (Refer to pages 33‐34)

A.7       ‐           Annual inspections

Other comments you may give

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.    

No name provided
沒有署名





facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30-31)

A.5      -           Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven
Yacht Club.

Q. 6     How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations. 

Q. 7     Whether
and how to assess
applications for
new sites for
sports and
recreational use
(Refer to pages
33-34)

A.7       -
Annual 
inspections

Other comments you may give
 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer-based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a structured
training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local



ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and other
authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong
in the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from
mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non-members on the premises per year for
sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.

No name provided
沒有署名











e.)    契約用地上應該容許哪些設施(包括附屬設施)；

         本人意見為 - 首先需要擴展淋浴和衛生間設施,  緊隨就是 教室、會議室、行政辦公室、有蓋戶外
區域、 儲存訓練和安全船隻的船架，及設備齊全的工作坊等都是白沙灣遊艇會緊急需要的設施,

f.)     如何加強契約用地承租人的企業管治和透明度；

        本人意見為 -  白沙灣遊艇會定期提交季度匯報, 突出非成員的參與及反影對社會責任之承擔。

g.)    應否及如何審批新的康體用地申請 ；

         本人意見為 - 可按年度檢查審批新的申請.

另外白沙灣遊艇會在這數十年來, 管理層和各會員都不遺餘力地推廣航海運動及至社會責任, 例如 : 

* 白沙灣遊艇會一直通過帆船訓練中心的“青年航海發展基金”積極推動兒童帆船訓練.

* 白沙灣遊艇會是香港體育聯會區域 Laser 訓練基地.

* 白沙灣遊艇會比賽隊伍有三名青年成員代表香港出席區域帆船比賽.

* 白沙灣遊艇會提供本地及區域航海員(包括來自中國内地)航海及比賽機會.

* 白沙灣遊艇會在過去 50 年開發了土地，並且已經支付了應付的費用.

* 白沙灣遊艇會有 200 名年齡由 7 至 18 歲的學生航海會員

* 白沙灣遊艇會向公眾人士開放帆船訓練和賽事活動.

* 白沙灣遊艇會為香港航能提供了一個訓練基地。香港航能是一個非牟利志願機構，

為殘障人士提供機會參加培訓課程，從而獲得公認的帆船訓練證書，又或只是體驗航海運動.

* 白沙灣遊艇會提供航海訓練給 18 間本地學校、香港基督教青年會及多間慈善機構.

* 白沙灣遊艇會是西貢社區的一部分，參與所有當地的儀式和節日，多年來一直是西貢居民的雇主.

* 白沙灣遊艇會與香港海事處及水警等其他機構合作.

* 白沙灣遊艇會每年有超過 3000 名非會員參加帆船訓練課程, 龍骨船和小艇帆船比賽, 提供共2,800小
時給社區人士使用設施.



本人就是次諮詢提供以上意見, 謝謝 !!

 LAU WAI KWOK





        本人意見為 -  白沙灣遊艇會定期提交季度匯報, 突出非成員的參與及反影對社會
責任之承擔。

g.)    應否及如何審批新的康體用地申請 ；

         本人意見為 - 可按年度檢查審批新的申請.

另外白沙灣遊艇會在這數十年來, 管理層和各會員都不遺餘力地推廣航海運動及至社會
責任, 例如 : 
* 白沙灣遊艇會一直通過帆船訓練中心的“青年航海發展基金”積極推動兒童帆船訓練.
* 白沙灣遊艇會是香港體育聯會區域 Laser 訓練基地.
* 白沙灣遊艇會比賽隊伍有三名青年成員代表香港出席區域帆船比賽.
* 白沙灣遊艇會提供本地及區域航海員(包括來自中國内地)航海及比賽機會.
* 白沙灣遊艇會在過去 50 年開發了土地，並且已經支付了應付的費用.
* 白沙灣遊艇會有 200 名年齡由 7 至 18 歲的學生航海會員
* 白沙灣遊艇會向公眾人士開放帆船訓練和賽事活動.
* 白沙灣遊艇會為香港航能提供了一個訓練基地。香港航能是一個非牟利志願機構，
為殘障人士提供機會參加培訓課程，從而獲得公認的帆船訓練證書，又或只是體驗

航海運動.
* 白沙灣遊艇會提供航海訓練給 18 間本地學校、香港基督教青年會及多間慈善機構.
* 白沙灣遊艇會是西貢社區的一部分，參與所有當地的儀式和節日，多年來一直是西
貢居民的雇主.
* 白沙灣遊艇會與香港海事處及水警等其他機構合作.
* 白沙灣遊艇會每年有超過 3000 名非會員參加帆船訓練課程, 龍骨船和小艇帆船比賽,
提供共2,800小時給社區人士使用設施.

本人就是次諮詢提供以上意見, 謝謝 !!
kwok ka fai













accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance 
contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer
to pages 30‐31)

A.5       ‐            Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor 
areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped 
maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer
to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33‐34)

A.7    ‐           Annual inspections

Below are my further comments about the Hebe Haven Yacht Club:

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing
activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local



ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue. 

Yours faithfully,
 Krepe Cheung
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accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance 
contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer
to pages 30‐31)

A.5       ‐            Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor 
areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped 
maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer
to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33‐34)

A.7    ‐           Annual inspections

Below are my further comments about the Hebe Haven Yacht Club:

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue. 

Yours faithfully,

Cherry Kam
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ANTHONY	ROOT	
 
 

 

September 4, 2018 

To:		Home	Affairs	Bureau	(Recreation	and	Sport	Branch)	

Re:		Policy	Review	of	Private	Recreational	Leases	

I am writing to express my strong support for the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club as 
an essential part of Hong Kong’s sporting community and the critical role it plays 
in support of Hong Kong’s public welfare. 

I have lived in Hong Kong for 25 years and have been a member of the RHKYC for 
a decade.  I currently serve on the Membership Committee.   That role gives me a 
particularly good view of how the Club contributes to the general welfare of 
Hong Kong. 

1. The Club is a not for profit organization that is open to and serves the
entire Hong Kong community.

2. I regularly am impressed by the breadth of people who seek membership
in the Club.   Almost all are skilled, hard working members of Hong Kong
business and educational community.   The come from all income levels
and backgrounds, both local and international.

3. The Club plays an essential role in giving ordinary people access to the
outdoors through sailing, rowing, paddling and dragon boating.   This type
of access is essential to the wellbeing of people who otherwise work hard.

4. The	Club	is	not	a	rich	man’s	club.  It attracts people from all socio-
economic backgrounds in Hong Kong.   By far the majority of the
members are middle income workers looking for a way to enjoy the
beautiful waters of Hong Kong.

5. The Club provides access to Hong Kong waters and water sports to many,
many people beyond its members.   Virtually every boat that is racing or
cruising under the Club’s auspices has on board many people who are not
members.   For example, during the annual Around the Island Race, there
are thousands of people on the water, most of whom are not Club
members.

6. The Club plays a vital role in developing sailing in Hong Kong.   It offers
terrific, low cost sailing courses to everyone in Hong Kong – whether
child, adult, member or non-member.
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7. The Club was critical in attracting major world sailing events to Hong 

Kong, like the Volvo Around the World Race and the Etchells Worlds.   
These events attract large numbers of visitors who support the Hong 
Kong economy. 
 

8. The Club provides free memberships to young students at Hong Kong 
universities to give them access to water sports that they would not 
otherwise have. 
 

9. The Club incurs significant costs in supporting its water sports activities, 
including sailing, paddling, rowing and dragon boats.   Increasing the 
Club’s land premiums would require a significant increase in membership 
dues, which would force many members to resign and potentially cause 
the Club to discontinue operations. 
 

Other countries widely recognize the importance of clubs like the RHKYC to the 
vitality and long term strength of their social and business communities.   For 
this reason, clubs in other countries routinely do not have to pay any tax or any 
significant tax on their land. 
 
It would be a serious loss to the people of Hong Kong to take steps that would 
make it impossible for the RHKYC to operate as it currently does.    
 
I	strongly	encourage	the	Government	of	Hong	Kong	to	not	take	back	the	
Club’s	land	and	not	increase	the	land	premiums	on	the	Clubs	land.		
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
Anthony Root 

 
 
 
	







• 16th Asian Games, Guangzhou;
• ICC World Cricket League;
• ACC Women’s Twenty-20 Championships;
• South East Asian Championships.
• In Netball, HKCC has over 30 women representing Hong Kong at junior and senior levels
including:
• Hong Kong National Team Squad;
• Tri-nations Netball Tournament;
• Asian Netball Championship;
• U21s Hong Kong National Squad;
• U16s Academy Squad;
• U14s Academy Squad
• Women’s World Junior Squash Team Championship Player – Chiu Ka-kei
During the first two years of our time in Hong Kong my husband and I struggled to book any
public tennis courts for practice sessions for our family as they booked up within minutes.
The only tennis court we managed to book was during Chinese New Year. If our family
wanted to continue enjoying a health lifestyle through sport we felt we had no choice but to
look for club membership.
We feel it would be a huge mistake to redevelop sites such as HKCC for the limited housing
that it would provide.  Raising the price of the lease would also have an impact on access to
these venues to ordinary families like ourselves (two teachers) and would make us reconsider
whether we would remain in Hong Kong due to the limited availability of public facilities.
--
Yours sincerely,
Charlotte Greenwood











 The	Hong	Kong	Open	is	Hong	Kong’s	oldest	professional	sporting	event.
 In	2018,	HKGC	will	host	the	60th	Edition	of	the	Hong	Kong	Open.	The	Hong	Kong
Open	is	co‐sanctioned	by	the	European	and	Asian	PGA	Tours	and	is	one	of	only	two
professional	tournaments	in	the	world	to	have	been	hosted	at	the	same	venue	for
more	than	50	years.
 A	record	attendance	of	over	48,000	spectators	attended	the	2017	Hong	Kong
Open	including	more	than	10,000	international	visitors.	The	Hong	Kong	Open	is
broadcast	worldwide	to	over	400	million	households.

5. DEVELOPING	&	TRAINING	UP	YOUNG	ATHLETES
 HKGC	has	been	a	key	supporter	of	the	Hong	Kong	Golf	Association	(HKGA)	in	the
grooming	of	young	talent	by	providing	HKGA	free	access	to	host	its	squad	team
training	and	amateur	tournaments.
 In	May	2018,	the	HKGC	sponsored	the	HKGA’s	inaugural	Inter‐Secondary	Schools
Golf	Tournament	by	providing	the	Old	Course	as	the	tournament	venue	and	offering
free	practice	rounds	and	other	support	for	participating	school	teams.
 HKGC	founded	the	Hong	Kong	Ladies	Open	and	has	hosted	it	in	Fanling	for	the
past	4	years.	Playing	in	the	tournament	has	enabled	Hong	Kong’s	talented	young	
amateurs	to	earn	world	ranking	points	to	help	them	to	qualify	for	international
events	including	The	Olympic	Games.

6. GIVING	BACK	–	CHARITABLE	WORK
 Over	200	non‐member	events,	including	many	fund‐raising	charity	golf	days,	are
held	every	year	at	the	Fanling	golf	courses.	More	than	HK$20	million	is	raised
annually	for	a	variety	of	charities,	such	as	the	Community	Chest,	the	Tung	Wah
Group	of	Hospitals,	the	Yan	Chai	Hospital,	and	others.
 The	HKGC’s	in‐house	annual	flagship	charity	event,	the	‘Cup	of	Kindness’,	was
launched	30	years	ago.	The	event	raises	funds	every	year	for	community‐based
charities	in	North	District,	including	the	North	District	Hospital.

Yours	faithfully,

Allison	L.	Wong









3. SHARING	EXCELLENT	FACILITIES	WITH	HK	PUBLIC

 Facilities	at	Fanling	are	open	to	the	public	from	Monday	to	Friday	throughout	the
year.

 In	2017,	over	50,000	(42%)	of	the	120,000	rounds	of	golf	were	played	by
non‐members.

4. SUPPORTING	HK’S	WORLD	IMAGE	&	TOURISM

 The	Hong	Kong	Open	is	Hong	Kong’s	oldest	professional	sporting	event.

 In	2018,	HKGC	will	host	the	60th	Edition	of	the	Hong	Kong	Open.	The	Hong	Kong
Open	is	co‐sanctioned	by	the	European	and	Asian	PGA	Tours	and	is	one	of	only	two
professional	tournaments	in	the	world	to	have	been	hosted	at	the	same	venue	for
more	than	50	years.

 A	record	attendance	of	over	48,000	spectators	attended	the	2017	Hong	Kong
Open	including	more	than	10,000	international	visitors.	The	Hong	Kong	Open	is
broadcast	worldwide	to	over	400	million	households.

5. DEVELOPING	&	TRAINING	UP	YOUNG	ATHLETES

 HKGC	has	been	a	key	supporter	of	the	Hong	Kong	Golf	Association	(HKGA)	in	the
grooming	of	young	talent	by	providing	HKGA	free	access	to	host	its	squad	team
training	and	amateur	tournaments.

 In	May	2018,	the	HKGC	sponsored	the	HKGA’s	inaugural	Inter‐Secondary	Schools
Golf	Tournament	by	providing	the	Old	Course	as	the	tournament	venue	and	offering
free	practice	rounds	and	other	support	for	participating	school	teams.

 HKGC	founded	the	Hong	Kong	Ladies	Open	and	has	hosted	it	in	Fanling	for	the
past	4	years.	Playing	in	the	tournament	has	enabled	Hong	Kong’s	talented	young	
amateurs	to	earn	world	ranking	points	to	help	them	to	qualify	for	international
events	including	The	Olympic	Games.

6. GIVING	BACK	–	CHARITABLE	WORK

 Over	200	non‐member	events,	including	many	fund‐raising	charity	golf	days,	are
held	every	year	at	the	Fanling	golf	courses.	More	than	HK$20	million	is	raised
annually	for	a	variety	of	charities,	such	as	the	Community	Chest,	the	Tung	Wah
Group	of	Hospitals,	the	Yan	Chai	Hospital,	and	others.

 The	HKGC’s	in‐house	annual	flagship	charity	event,	the	‘Cup	of	Kindness’,	was
launched	30	years	ago.	The	event	raises	funds	every	year	for	community‐based
charities	in	North	District,	including	the	North	District	Hospital.

Yours	faithfully,

Todd	Wong



YACHT CLUB PUNTA DEL ESTE   Central Telefónica: 
 PUNTA DEL ESTE  (+598) 42440219 -20  

(Uruguay) E-mail: info@ycpe.org.uy
Website: www.ycpe.org.uy

Punta del Este, September 2018 

Dear Sirs, 

We have learnt of the situation concerning land for recreational use in favor of certain sport 
clubs, including the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club, RHYC may be reviewed. 
We have a very long relation with the RHYC, and personally family ties for more than 40 
years. 
The RHYC, is an outstanding institution, supporting sailing and rowing. It has not only 
produced excellent sportsmen, but as well done social work, providing with scholarships. 
Not only that, but it has helped, due to its reciprocity agreement scheme, to be visited 
touristically from foreign country. 

If the projected measure should be put in force, from information we have, the RHKYC in the 
medium turn would be strongly affected and possibly not be able to full fill it’s purpose. 
We find that sea sports are very important for the youth, as they temper personality. At sea, 
you do not only have to make sure your boat is the fastest, but you are subject forces of the 
sea and there is little you can do. 

Due to the above, we would like you to reconsider the projected measure, as it will affect the 
clubs possibilities for developing sportsmen. 

Kindest regards, 

Cr. Juan Alberto Etcheverrito 
Commodore 

Cr. David Peter Griffiths 
Treasurer 

1576



Urgent Return receipt Sign Encrypt Mark Subject Restricted Expand personal&public groups

Private Recreational Leases consultation
  to: prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk 04/09/2018 23:26

Please respond to 

History: This message has been replied to.

1 attachment

PRL.DOC.docxPRL.DOC.docx

Dear Sirs / Madams,

I refer to the subject consultation and would like to express my views and 
comments as shown in the file which is attached.

Thank you for your attention.

Shirley Sum
Member of Club de Recreio
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My Views and Comments on PRL 

(I) Recommendations for Higher Land Premium and More Opening-up Hours

1. Article 5 of the Sino-British Joint Declaration states that the way of life in HKSAR
shall remain unchanged for 50 years i.e. up to 2047. This was initiated by the former
paramount leader of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. Deng Xiaoping. Is the Government
ignoring this pledge now? The proposed land premium at 30% of full market value will
likely cause private sports clubs to cease operation. This will definitely bring undesirable
changes to “the way of life” of most sports enthusiasts.

2. Most of the private sports clubs have been established for almost a century. They
have  become part of the daily life and precious memories of many Hong Kong people,
particularly sports lovers. Hope to conserve these clubs, particularly those which are
genuinely dedicated to promote sports and have made valuable contributions to local sports
development. Forcing them to close by asking an unaffordable land premium is definitely not
a right thing to do.

3. Financial yield is not a primary objective for providing sports and recreational
facilities. To increase the land premium upon renewal of PRL to an unaffordable level is
inappropriate so long as the private sports clubs can fulfill the objectives of :

● Operating on non-profit-making basis
● Providing sports and recreational facilities
● Maintaining close collaboration with National Sports Associations
● Promoting a sports community
● Supporting sports development

4. Sports development is a social investment. The Government has been heavily
subsidizing the public’s use of Government’s sports and recreational facilities. The Leisure
and Cultural Services Department has a deficit of over $7,000M in 2016/17 and the sports
subvention for the same year is $280M. Private sports clubs have been playing an important
role in local sports development. The consultation paper has recognized the contributions of
these clubs to alleviating the pressure on public facilities and promoting sports development.
The clubs are non-profit making, self-financing. Members, mainly local residents, pay all
necessary costs for operating the clubs. Their main objective is to satisfy the basic need of
having a healthy living. Apart from paying for their own sports and recreational activities,
they are also subsidizing local sports development for they are sharing part of the
Government’s responsibility. I would suggest a nominal land premium for private sports
clubs be maintained. It can simply be seen as another subsidy for Hong Kong’s sports
development.

5. The Government is financially sound. It already has a large reserve. There is no
urgent need to further increase the reserve by requiring private sports clubs to pay such a high
land premium (30% of FMV at each lease renewal for a term of 15 years). I don’t think the
proposed land premium is justified. The renewal of PRL with a nominal land premium can be
justified by :



● Contributions to sports development for many decades 
● Provision of good quality sports and leisure activities 
● Promotion of community sports and elite training 
● Providing training venues for various sports associations 
● Hosting local and international sports competitions 
● Satisfying the demand of local sports enthusiasts 
 
6.  I am a member of Club de Recreio. I want to join a club because it is often too 
difficult to book public sports facilities. As an average middle class citizen and a taxpayer, a 
nominal land premium for private sports clubs is perhaps the only benefit I can get from the 
Government for I am not eligible for the general welfare benefits like housing or social 
security schemes. Why can’t we, the middle class, enjoy a subsidy from the Government in 
the form of a nominal land premium for the use of club facilities. Besides, under the new 
proposal, opening-up of club facilities will be increased to at least 30%. Therefore, a nominal 
land premium also means a subsidy for the general public. 
 
7.  I prefer to join a private sports club because there are things that public facilities of 
the Government cannot provide : 
 
● A variety of sports and ancillary facilities at the same venue 
● Booking of sports facilities is much easier 
● Participation in league or friendly matches can be arranged easily 
● Training and competitions can raise my skills 
● Family members of different ages can each have a favourable pastime at the same 
venue 
● A friendly, homely environment 
● A safe place where I can enjoy my games and let kids have their own play time 
● Kids can try different sports and starts training of a favourable one at an early age 
 
The growing membership size of private sports clubs indicates a social demand for such 
facilities. While public facilities provided by the Government cannot meet the special needs 
of local citizens, we should be given an extra option provided at affordable charges by 
non-profit making sports clubs. While the Government does not build, maintain and manage 
such facilities, it can show support by charging a nominal land premium. 
 
8.  Club de Recreio should be exempted from paying the proposed land premium because 
of its valuable contributions to local sports development : 
 
● A long history of over a century in sports promotion 
● Provide elite training 
● Provide sports facilities that are rare 
● Provide venues for local and international competitions for hockey, lacrosse, lawn 
bowls and tennis 
● Provide affordable entrance opportunities for sports lovers 
● It’s a club for sports lovers, not a club for the rich. 
 
9.  Club de Recreio has always kept entrance fees and monthly subscription fees at very 
low levels, comparing with other sports clubs of the same scale. The Club is aiming at 



providing affordable entrance opportunities for sports enthusiasts. Over the years, the Club 
has focused on the social responsibility to promote sports rather than on its own financial 
growth. It does not have a large reserve. The proposed land premium is definitely 
unaffordable. The Club shall face great difficulties upon expiry of the present lease. It may be 
forced to cease operation. Perhaps the Club should, like other clubs, have created debentures 
and corporate membership, or should have set all fees at much higher levels, despite that 
would limit the entrance opportunities of the average working people. Should the Club be 
penalized for being dedicated to sports promotion instead of being money-minded? Is the 
Government encouraging the operation mode of “a club for the rich” ? Isn’t the policy of 
PRL aiming at providing proper venues for sports activities and promoting sports 
development? 
 
10.  Private sports clubs are supplementing the inadequacies of some rare sports facilities 
like hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls and tennis. Concessionary terms should therefore be 
considered for PRL renewal. 
 
11.  The proposed land premium for PRL is higher than that payable in ordinary land sale 
by private developers : 
 
● Private developers (profit-making corporations) pay 100% full market value (FMV) 
for 50 years, meaning 2% per year or 30% for 15 years. They can enjoy 100% free 
use of the land sold. 
● Private sports clubs (non-profit-making) pay one-third (33.3%) of FMV for 15 years, 
a higher rate. 
● Under the enhanced opening-up scheme, over 30% of the Clubs’ sports facilities will 
be used by non-members. The maximum sports facilities of each club usable by 
members shall be less than 70%, a lower rate. 
 
12.  On the one hand, the Government has, in the consultation paper, acknowledged the 
contributions of these private sports clubs to local sports development. Yet on the other hand, 
harsh measures like largely increasing the land premium and opening-up hours, are 
recommended for renewal of PRL. Is the Government taking a “used and then dumped （過 

橋抽板）” attitude? 
4 

(II)           Clubs that cannot pay the proposed land premium 
               may opt to operate in a “quasi-public’ nature 
 

(Note : The paper recommends to seek ExCo’s approval for a special purpose lease 
with a nominal land premium but the club has to adopt an open membership policy 
and provide sports and recreational facilities for use by members of the public at low 
charges.) 
 

The club’s establishment and operation have, over the years, been relying solely on the 
financial contributions of club members. If clubs are being forced to convert to a 
“quasi-public” nature: 
 
● Does it mean ignoring the past contributions of club members entirely? 
● Will the club’s reserve contributed by past and present club members be brought 
forward for future use? If yes, is it fair to these members? 



● Will new members or the public have equal rights as existing members in the use of 
club facilities? If yes, is it fair? 
● How can the rights and interests of existing members be protected? 
5 









Urgent Return receipt Sign Encrypt Mark Subject Restricted Expand personal&public groups

My View on the Policy of Private Recreational Leases

  to: prl_consultation@hab.gov.h
k 05/09/2018 00:42

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Sir,
I am a local Hong Kong resident and would like to express my view on the topic.
I believe the proposed new land premium at one-third of Full Market Value would 
force many of these non-profit making sports clubs that are genuinely dedicated to 
promote sports and have made valuable contributions to local sports development to 
close down.  This is definitely not the right thing to do and violate Article 5 of the 
Sino-British Joint Declaration that states that the way of life in HKSAR shall remain 
unchanged for 50 years.  
I can be contacted via email or through mobile .
regards
John AUYEUNG
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Cheers
Members of Club de Recreio
Sandra





housing.  On the another side, the purchase to own policy allow people to 
take away the treasure from the poor by converting public housing to 100% 
free trade private housing.  Do we have to sponsor rich people if the 
question is lack of living place for the poor?  What is the reason to have 
a system to charge higher rent for high wealth public housing lessee?

Therefore we have to cure from the fundamental by stopping the leakage of 
public housing supply.  Have a look of how many public housing was sold to 
private sector over the past decades?  This is already an estate.

Thanks
Felix Ng









A.4       ‐           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial
constraints in its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the
public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be
permitted in order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate
facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30‐31)

A.5      ‐           Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded 
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and 
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven 
Yacht Club.

Q. 6     How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees 
(Refer to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7     Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational 
use (Refer to pages 33‐34)

A.7       ‐           Annual inspections

Other comments you may give

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as



YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.    

No name provided
沒有署名





accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance 
contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer
to pages 30‐31)

A.5       ‐            Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor 
areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly equipped 
maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer
to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33‐34)

A.7    ‐           Annual inspections

Below are my further comments about the Hebe Haven Yacht Club:

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue. 

No name provided
沒有署名
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A.4       ‐           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial
constraints in its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the
public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be
permitted in order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate
facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30‐31)

A.5      ‐           Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded 
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and 
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven 
Yacht Club.

Q. 6     How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees 
(Refer to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7     Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational 
use (Refer to pages 33‐34)

A.7       ‐           Annual inspections

Other comments you may give

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.     
Best regards,
Vivian  Ma





- If a high land premium is introduced, many clubs would find it
prohibitive thus affecting their abilities to contribute to sports
development in Hong Kong. Even if the Land Premium is relatively low it
will mean that sporting clubs will have less to spend on the largely
shared objectives specified by the Government.

Q. 4     Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their facilities
so as to better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong (Refer to
pages 25-30)

A.4        -           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial
constraints in its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the
public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be
permitted in order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide 
adequate facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30-31)

A.5 - Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven
Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations.

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use
(Refer to pages 33-34)

A.7    -           Annual inspections

Below are my further comments about the Hebe Haven Yacht Club:



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and
sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years
and has already paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to
children through the Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail
Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong,
which is a not for profit volunteer-based organisation giving an opportunity to those
with a disability to join a structured training course resulting in recognised sailing
certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para
Championships Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity
from an Annual Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors,
participants, volunteers and sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local
schools as well as YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community,
participates in all local ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local
Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation with the Hong Kong
Marine Dept and other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7
and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for
regional Laser  training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members
representing Hong Kong in the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including
those from mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non-members on the premises
per year for sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours
of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue.

Dear Sir,

I write to support the Hebe Haven Yacht Club.  The reasons are listed as bellows:

Q. 1      Whether all PRL sites should continue to be handled under the
existing lease arrangement, or alternative lease arrangement should be
adopted  (Refer to pages 7- 15)

A. 1      -        It is beneficial to all if the Hebe Haven Yacht Club is permitted 
to continue to operate under the current PRL policy.

- Lease conditions should be modified to allow the Hebe Haven Yacht
Club to meet the criteria and objectives set by HAB.

Q2.       How to assess whether these sites should be retained or returned 
to the Government for other development purposes (Refer to pages 
15-19)

A.2 - The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides training bases for the
Hong Kong Sailing Federation.

- The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is a host venue and organizer for
both regional and international regattas.

- The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is a major contributor to fostering
elite participation and encouraging youth sailing.

- There are other options such as brownfield sites, military sites and
land banks owned by private developers which should be considered in
priority to already scarce sporting facilities.

Q. 3      Whether charging nil or nominal land premium for the use of these
sites should continue (Refer to pages 19- 25)

A. 3      -           The Hebe Haven Yacht Club members have already paid 
many millions of member’s dollars for equipment, infrastructure and 



resources to develop and contribute to the sport of sailing in Hong Kong.

- A nominal fee only is appropriate.

- If a high land premium is introduced, many clubs would find it
prohibitive thus affecting their abilities to contribute to sports
development in Hong Kong. Even if the Land Premium is relatively low it
will mean that sporting clubs will have less to spend on the largely
shared objectives specified by the Government.

Q. 4     Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their facilities
so as to better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong (Refer to
pages 25-30)

A.4        -           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial
constraints in its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the
public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be
permitted in order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide 
adequate facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30-31)

A.5 - Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven
Yacht Club.

Q. 6      How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6      -            Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations.

Q. 7      Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use
(Refer to pages 33-34)

A.7    -           Annual inspections



Below are my further comments about the Hebe Haven Yacht Club:

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and
sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years
and has already paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to
children through the Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail
Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong,
which is a not for profit volunteer-based organisation giving an opportunity to those
with a disability to join a structured training course resulting in recognised sailing
certifications, or simply to enjoy a new experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para
Championships Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity
from an Annual Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors,
participants, volunteers and sponsors attending.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local
schools as well as YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community,
participates in all local ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local
Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation with the Hong Kong
Marine Dept and other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7
and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for
regional Laser  training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members
representing Hong Kong in the National Sailing Team.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including
those from mainland China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non-members on the premises
per year for sailing courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours
of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil land premium for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should 
continue.

No name provided
沒有署名







A.4       ‐           In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial
constraints in its PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the
public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease modifications should be
permitted in order to accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate
facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5      What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities) (Refer to pages 30‐31)

A.5      ‐           Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

‐                 Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded 
outdoor areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and 
properly equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven 
Yacht Club.

Q. 6     How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees 
(Refer to pages 31‐33)

A.6      ‐            Quarterly returns highlighting non‐members’ participations. 

Q. 7     Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational 
use (Refer to pages 33‐34)

A.7       ‐           Annual inspections

Other comments you may give

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general public for sail training and sailing activities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already
paid its dues.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively promoting sailing to children through the
Development Fund for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for
profit volunteer‐based organisation giving an opportunity to those with a disability to join a
structured training course resulting in recognised sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue for South East Asian Para Championships
Hong Kong in December 2018.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual
Sailing event which commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants, volunteers and
sponsors attending.



 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing opportunities to 18 local schools as well as
YMCA and various charities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai Kung Community, participates in all local
ceremonies and festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung residents over the years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co‐operation with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and
other authorities such as the local Marine Police.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has 200 Sailing Cadet Members aged between 7 and 18 years.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is the Hong Kong Sports Federation base for regional Laser
training.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club racing team has three youth members representing Hong Kong in
the National Sailing Team.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides local and regional sailors (including those from mainland
China) with sailing and racing opportunities.

 The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has over 3,000 non‐members on the premises per year for sailing
courses, keelboat and dinghy regattas contributing to 2,800 hours of community access.

I sincerely hope that charging nil for the use of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club should continue.

Yours faithfully,

padma





If a high land premium is introduced, many clubs would find it prohibitive thus

affecting their abilities to contribute to sports development in Hong Kong. Even if the
Land Premium is relatively low it will mean that sporting clubs will have less to
spend on the largely shared objectives specified by the Government.
A nominal fee only is appropriate.

4. Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their facilities so as to
better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong (Refer to pages 25-30)

In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club in particular, artificial constraints in its

PRL limit the ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the public much
beyond what is presently provided. Lease modifications should be permitted in order
to accommodate further opening up so as to provide adequate facilities to enhance
contributions

5. What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities)
(Refer to pages 30-31)

Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.

Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms, administration offices, shaded outdoor

areas, boat racking for vertical storage of training and safety vessels, and properly
equipped maintenance workshops are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees (Refer to
pages 31-33)

Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’ participations.

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use (Refer
to pages 33-34)

Annual inspections
If any further questions, please contact me.

Thank you.

-- 
Ailsa Soutar 





personal time, many events could not be held.  Members are on a roster to assist, and are 
encouraged to further volunteer in other events.  (Pic. 006)
The significant majority of RHKYC members are small boat owners who go out in the pouring rain.  As 
I write this, other members of my family are on an open boat, no cover, sailing in an Amber 
rainstorm.  The RHKYC has serious active sailors .  Persons wishing to join RHKYC must show a history 
and interest in sailing, i.e. using the wind, not using an engine based boat. However, this is realism is 
not portrayed by advertisers.
The thing is, to support the costs of race organization; the RHKYC needs sponsorship.  I am sure your 
Bureau is aware of the costs of the recent 2018  Volvo Ocean Race stop over.  Much practical help 
was given by the RHKYC.  One of the downsides for the RHKYC of accepting private sponsorship is 
that we get associated with luxury items and goods, as those companies are the ones with money 
available.  It can unfortunately skew the public perception of who we are and what we do.   
Adding to membership costs is a very risky strategy.  Young sailors need much family support.   
Families need to save for university education etc., etc.  Increasing membership subscriptions will 
mean we lose families as members, and their children ‐ who are Hong Kong’s future competitors.    
We also lose the people who spend their time assisting and using their knowledge to help run 
events.   Raising prices is very inelastic, it has a high social cost and risks killing the very service and 
facilities that the RHKYC can provide because the people willing to be out all day ‐ rain or shine, in a 
15 foot rubber boat without a toilet, marshalling competitors – will be priced out of the sport.  
I appreciate that you are under pressure to find more land on which to build housing. But I do think 
you should look elsewhere than from PRL’s, particularly those PRL’s that are used by clubs such as 
the RHKYC who are conscientious, forward‐looking and supportive of Hong Kong and its activities.  I 
am sure that the RHKYC has been able to provide you with an admirable list of their current activities 
and contributions to Hong Kong.
I am sure you are already aware that all scientific studies show that it is recreational activities, with 
movement, that help with mental and physical health.  We cannot take away recreational facilities.  
There is enough pressure in schools and work without then removing facilities that allow 
recuperation and promote resilience.  Work hard, play hard.  What would Government do to replace 
those recreational facilities lost?
As housing is an issue, what about instead looking in the direction of how, and what, property 
developers build?  
If HK is so short of land, why are developers allowed to build houses ?  Single family use of a plot of 
land is the most expensive and luxurious use of land imaginable and benefits only a tiny few.
What about a policy of requiring property develops to build only flats?  Even just two flats is better 
than one house.
What about the use of brownfield sites?  
What about making developers use their land banks?  
Why allow developers to have land banks?  
If developers make use of mandatory purchase to take people’s homes, why is a time/development 
covenant not in in place, as is in place when a new site is purchased from Government?
These are all areas that should be explored.
In closing, I would reiterate that the RHKYC is doing a marvellous and irreplaceable job for Hong 
Kong.  It should be allowed to continue doing so, it is a credit to Hong Kong.
Yours faithfully,
Maureen Mueller
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On the other hand, the Government has, in the consultation paper, 
acknowledged the contributions of these private sports clubs to local sports 
development. Yet on the other hand, harsh measures like largely increasing the 
land premium and opening-up hours, are recommended for renewal of PRL. Is 
the Government taking a "used and then dumped" attitude?
The club's establishment, operation, facilities maintaining and repairing, over 
the years, been relying solely on the financial contributions of club members. If 
clubs are being forced to convert to a "quasi-public" nature:
- Does it mean ignoring the past contributions of club members entirely?
- Will the club's reserve contributed by past and present club members be
brought forward for future use? If yes, is it fair to these members?
- Will new members or the public have equal rights as existing members in the
use of club facilities? If yes, is it fair?
- How can the rights and interests of existing members be protected?
Best regards,
Edward Hung
Member of Club de Recreio



Urgent Return receipt Sign Encrypt Mark Subject Restricted Expand personal&public groups

Fw: Private club importance in HK
05/09/2018 12:03

From:

To: "prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk" <prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk>, 

Please respond to 

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Sir/Mdm,
It is understand from PRC leader Teng  Siu Ping that the status of capitalism in Hong Kong 
remain unchanged for 50 years. So horse racing and dancing continue.
The private club culture is part of that. On top of that, many private clubs promote sports like 
tennis, rugby, football, snooker, table tennis, swimming, boating and golf etc. They also 
enroll top players and sportman in Hong Kong into their club without entrance fee or need to 
buy debenture. Many retired athletes also make living continuing their career as administors 
and trainers in those private clubs.
The members fee help to maintain the facilities that can be use not only by members and at 
many time public. They also run important sports events like Chinese recreation club tennis 
open and Hk golf open.
Maintaining these private clubs also mean maintain HK tradition and heritage. The fact that 
they maintain the sport facilities also reduce government spend on supporting recreation and 
competition sports in Hong Kong.
Regards
ANTHONY Kwok Chun On
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clubs be maintained. It can simply be seen as another subsidy for Hong Kong’s sports 
development.
5. The Government is financially sound. It already has a large reserve. There is no
urgent need to further increase the reserve by requiring private sports clubs to pay such a
high land premium (30% of FMV at each lease renewal for a term of 15 years). I don’t think
the proposed land premium is justified. The renewal of PRL with a nominal land premium
can be justified by :
● Contributions to sports development for many decades
● Provision of good quality sports and leisure activities
● Promotion of community sports and elite training
● Providing training venues for various sports associations
● Hosting local and international sports competitions
● Satisfying the demand of local sports enthusiasts

6. I am a member of Club de Recreio. I want to join a club because it is often too
difficult to book public sports facilities. As an average middle class citizen and a taxpayer, a
nominal land premium for private sports clubs is perhaps the only benefit I can get from the
Government for I am not eligible for the general welfare benefits like housing or social
security schemes. Why can’t we, the middle class, enjoy a subsidy from the Government in
the form of a nominal land premium for the use of club facilities. Besides, under the new
proposal, opening-up of club facilities will be increased to at least 30%. Therefore, a
nominal land premium also means a subsidy for the general public.

7. I prefer to join a private sports club because there are things that public facilities of
the Government cannot provide :
● A variety of sports and ancillary facilities at the same venue
● Booking of sports facilities is much easier
● Participation in league or friendly matches can be arranged easily
● Training and competitions can raise my skills
● Family members of different ages can each have a favourable pastime at the same venue
● A friendly, homely environment
● A safe place where I can enjoy my games and let kids have their own play time
● Kids can try different sports and starts training of a favourable one  at an early age The
growing membership size of private sports clubs indicates a social demand for such
facilities. While public facilities provided by the Government cannot meet the special needs
of local citizens, we should be given an extra option provided at affordable charges by
non-profit making sports clubs. While the Government does not build, maintain and manage
such facilities, it can show support by charging a nominal land premium.

8. Club de Recreio should be exempted from paying the proposed land premium
because of its valuable contributions to local sports development :
● A long history of over a century in sports promotion
● Provide elite training
● Provide sports facilities that are rare
● Provide venues for local and international competitions for hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls
and tennis
● Provide affordable entrance opportunities for sports lovers
● It’s a club for sports lovers, not a club for the rich.



9. Club de Recreio has always kept entrance fees and monthly subscription fees at
very low levels, comparing with other sports clubs of the same scale. The Club is aiming at
providing affordable entrance opportunities for sports enthusiasts. Over the years, the Club
has focused on the social responsibility to promote sports rather than on its own financial
growth. It does not have a large reserve. The proposed land premium is definitely
unaffordable. The Club shall face great difficulties upon expiry of the present lease. It may
be forced to cease operation. Perhaps the Club should, like other clubs, have created
debentures and corporate membership, or should have set all fees at much higher levels,
despite that would limit the entrance opportunities of the average working people. Should
the Club be penalized for being dedicated to sports promotion instead of being
money-minded? Is the Government encouraging the operation mode of “a club for the
rich” ? Isn’t the policy of  PRL aiming at providing proper venues for sports activities and
promoting sports development?

10. Private sports clubs are supplementing the inadequacies of some rare sports
facilities like hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls and tennis. Concessionary terms should therefore
be considered for PRL renewal.

11. The proposed land premium for PRL is higher than that payable in ordinary land
sale by private developers :
● Private developers (profit-making corporations) pay 100% full market value (FMV) for
50 years, meaning 2% per year or 30% for 15 years. They can enjoy 100% free  use of the
land sold.
● Private sports clubs (non-profit-making) pay one-third (33.3%) of FMV for 15 years, a
higher rate.
● Under the enhanced opening-up scheme, over 30% of the Clubs’ sports facilities will be
used by non-members. The maximum sports facilities of each club usable by members shall
be less than 70%, a lower rate.

12. On the one hand, the Government has, in the consultation paper, acknowledged the
contributions of these private sports clubs to local sports development. Yet on the other
hand, harsh measures like largely increasing the land premium and opening-up hours, are
recommended for renewal of PRL. Is the Government taking a “used and then dumped
（ 過橋抽板）” attitude?

(II) Clubs that cannot pay the proposed land premium may opt to operate in a “quasi-
public’ nature

(Note : The paper recommends to seek ExCo’s approval for a special purpose lease 
with a nominal land premium but the club has to adopt an open membership policy 
and provide sports and recreational facilities for use by members of the public at low 
charges.)

The club’s establishment and operation have, over the years, been relying solely on the 
financial contributions of club members. If clubs are being forced to convert to a “quasi-
public” nature:

-It mean that the proposed policy ignores the past contributions of club members entirely.



-The club’s reserve contributed by past and present club members be brought forward for
future use would be shared to public and it is unfair to members
- Different rights and interests of existing members and that of the public to be allowance
access to facilities in the clubs all over Hong Kong would create more conflict among
Hongkongers and instability in the society.
Yours faithfully,
Bond So





6. I am a member of Club de Recreio. I want to join a club because it is often too difficult to 
book public sports facilities. As an average middle class citizen and a taxpayer, a nominal 
land premium for private sports clubs is perhaps the only benefit I can get from the 
Government for I am not eligible for the general welfare benefits like housing or social 
security schemes. Why can’t we, the middle class, enjoy a subsidy from the Government in 
the form of a nominal land premium for the use of club facilities. Besides, under the new 
proposal, opening-up of club facilities will be increased to at least 30%. Therefore, a nominal 
land premium also means a subsidy for the general public. 
7. I prefer to join a private sports club because there are things that public facilities of the 
Government cannot provide : ● A variety of sports and ancillary facilities at the same venue 
● Booking of sports facilities is much easier ● Participation in league or friendly matches can 
be arranged easily ● Training and competitions can raise my skills ● Family members of 
different ages can each have a favourable pastime at the same venue ● A friendly, homely 
environment ● A safe place where I can enjoy my games and let kids have their own play 
time ● Kids can try different sports and starts training of a favourable one at an early age The 
growing membership size of private sports clubs indicates a social demand for such facilities. 
While public facilities provided by the Government cannot meet the special needs of local 
citizens, we should be given an extra option provided at affordable charges by non-profit 
making sports clubs. While the Government does not build, maintain and manage such 
facilities, it can show support by charging a nominal land premium. 
8. Club de Recreio should be exempted from paying the proposed land premium because of 
its valuable contributions to local sports development : ● A long history of over a century in 
sports promotion ● Provide elite training 3 ● Provide sports facilities that are rare ● Provide 
venues for local and international competitions for hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls and tennis ● 
Provide affordable entrance opportunities for sports lovers ● It’s a club for sports lovers, not 
a club for the rich. 
9. Club de Recreio has always kept entrance fees and monthly subscription fees at very low 
levels, comparing with other sports clubs of the same scale. The Club is aiming at providing 
affordable entrance opportunities for sports enthusiasts. Over the years, the Club has focused 
on the social responsibility to promote sports rather than on its own financial growth. It does 
not have a large reserve. The proposed land premium is definitely unaffordable. The Club 
shall face great difficulties upon expiry of the present lease. It may be forced to cease 
operation. Perhaps the Club should, like other clubs, have created debentures and corporate 
membership, or should have set all fees at much higher levels, despite that would limit the 
entrance opportunities of the average working people. Should the Club be penalized for being 
dedicated to sports promotion instead of being money-minded? Is the Government 
encouraging the operation mode of “a club for the rich” ? Isn’t the policy of PRL aiming at 
providing proper venues for sports activities and promoting sports development? 
10. Private sports clubs are supplementing the inadequacies of some rare sports facilities like 
hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls and tennis. Concessionary terms should therefore be considered 
for PRL renewal. 
11. The proposed land premium for PRL is higher than that payable in ordinary land sale by 
private developers : ● Private developers (profit-making corporations) pay 100% full market 
value (FMV) for 50 years, meaning 2% per year or 30% for 15 years. They can enjoy 100% 
free use of the land sold. ● Private sports clubs (non-profit-making) pay one-third (33.3%) of 
FMV for 15 years, a higher rate. ● Under the enhanced opening-up scheme, over 30% of the 
Clubs’ sports facilities will be used by non-members. The maximum sports facilities of each 
club usable by members shall be less than 70%, a lower rate. 



12. On the one hand, the Government has, in the consultation paper, acknowledged the
contributions of these private sports clubs to local sports development. Yet on the other hand,
harsh measures like largely increasing the land premium and opening-up hours, are
recommended for renewal of PRL. Is the Government taking a “used and then dumped （過
橋抽板）” attitude?
  Clubs that cannot pay the proposed land premium may opt to operate in a “quasi-public’ 
nature   

13. The club’s establishment and operation have, over the years, been relying solely on the
financial contributions of club members. If clubs are being forced to convert to a “quasi-
public” nature: ● Does it mean ignoring the past contributions of club members entirely? ●
Will the club’s reserve contributed by past and present club members be brought forward for
future use? If yes, is it fair to these members? ● Will new members or the public have equal
rights as existing members in the use of club facilities? If yes, is it fair? ● How can the rights
and interests of existing members be protected?
Regards,
Ron, Cheung Wai Kwok
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Submission of John Martin Maguire in response to:  
1. The Task Force on Land Supply’s public engagement exercise 
2. The Public Consultation on review of Private Recreational Leases 

I wish to address the two public consultation exercises being conducted by the Hong 
Kong Government.  One is about where new land for housing will come from and the 
other is about how to deal with the leases of private recreational clubs. 

The Task Force on Land Supply’s consultation paper considers using over half of the 
land currently occupied by private sports clubs held on private recreational leases as 
sites for housing developments.  It would be a grave mistake, and a disservice to 
Hong Kong if this were to happen.  Mike Rowse hit the nail on the head in his 
analysis (his article in the South China Morning Post dated 22 April 2018) that we 
should make use of reclamation and the extensive land banks of agricultural plots as 
land for additional housing in Hong Kong.  The housing solution really is that simple.  
To suggest that Hong Kong cannibalizes its private sports clubs to free up land for 
housing would be akin to saying: ‘we are hungry so we should cut off one of our 
arms and eat that’.   

As for the consultation paper into whether renewal premia should be imposed on 
such clubs which are not-for-profit organisations, this may well result in many of 
them not being able to afford to continue.  This really would be Hong Kong shooting 
itself in the foot. 

I have lived in Hong Kong since 1991.  One of the things that attracted me to move 
from London to Hong Kong at that time was the aspirational mentality of people in 
Hong Kong.  What do I mean by that?  Obviously, I am generalizing hugely, but in the 
UK at that time, I felt that there was a mentality of ‘entitlement’ amongst many in 
society.  Many people would see others better off than themselves and, rather than 
work harder to better their own position, such people would complain that it was 
unfair and something should be done by the government to reduce the inequality.  
This type of mentality brings to mind the classic crabs in a bucket scenario – it is 
possible for some of the crabs to escape from the bucket, but when one crab tries to 
climb its way out, the others will drag it back down ensuring that they all die 
together.  It is the “if I cannot have it, neither can you” approach to life.  It is not (and 
should never become) the Hong Kong way.  My take on the general mindset in Hong 
Kong in the early 90s was that people would look up to successful local and 
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international figures and aspire to reach the same level.  They would see someone 
who had achieved success and/or wealth and would aspire and strive to be as 
successful as him or her.  People would work an extra job in the evening, study for 
extra qualifications, start their own businesses; in essence, they would work harder 
and work smarter to achieve their dreams.  This is (and long should it remain) the 
Hong Kong way.  This is the bedrock upon which Hong Kong’s success has been 
based. 

The consultation into possibly charging renewal premia for private recreational 
leases and the public engagement exercise which envisages using land held by 
private sports clubs under such leases for housing seem to be a reflex reaction to 
criticism expressed by some people in Hong Kong to the effect that private 
recreational clubs are perpetuating a ‘social injustice’ as it is argued that the Hong 
Kong Government is subsidizing the rich.  What next?  Should we look at the lease 
terms for private schools and private hospitals?  The public can apply for their 
children to study at private schools but will need to be able to afford the fees.  The 
public can seek treatment at private hospitals but will need to be able to afford the 
fees.  Likewise, the public can apply to join a private sports club, but will need to be 
able to afford the fees (heavily discounted membership fees apply at a number of 
such clubs to those who will participate in sports at a competitive level – see below).  
The availability of quality private sports clubs, private hospitals and private schooling 
in Hong Kong are vitally important in attracting talent to Hong Kong and retaining 
talent here.  This is all the more important for Hong Kong Inc. given our ageing 
population and the intense competition for talent that Hong Kong faces from other 
cities in the region.   

Of the 66 private recreation leased sites in Hong Kong, 39 are leased by groups such 
as national and district sports associations, civil service organisations and social and 
welfare organisations.  The remaining 27 sites are leased to private sports clubs. 

One does not hear much criticism (thank goodness for that at least) regarding the 39 
sites leased to groups set up for sports associations, civil service organisations, the 
Girl Guides, Boy Scouts, the YMCA, the YWCA and so on.  Some of these clubs are 
primarily for the use of a particular group of people such as the Municipal Services 
Staff Recreation Club and the Hong Kong Chinese Civil Servants Association.  
Interestingly, the consultation paper states that because the two civil service clubs 
have a large number of members (about 58,600 for the Hong Kong Chinese Civil 
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Servants’ Association and about 20,200 for the Municipal Services Staff Recreation 
Club) they should be considered ‘community organisations’.  According to the 
Census and Statistics Department of the Hong Kong Government, Hong Kong has a 
population of about 7.5 million.  So the 20,200 members of the Municipal Services 
Staff Recreation Club represent slightly more than one quarter of one percent of the 
community in Hong Kong – the figure for the other civil service club is just over three 
quarters of one percent of Hong Kong’s population.  Whilst one might say that 
categorizing such clubs as ‘community organisations’ as a justification for excluding 
them from the debate on renewal premia seems inappropriate and may be 
perceived to be self-serving, the fact is that such clubs should not be subject to 
renewal premia for the simple reason that they provide an important value-add to 
our society - we need to attract and retain quality people in our civil service (the 
same goes for our uniformed services) and such clubs play their part in this.  Perhaps 
this ‘value-add’ reason for excluding them from the clubs under threat was not 
advanced in the consultation paper on renewal premia because it would open the 
door to much too similar an assessment of the value-add to our society of the 
private sports clubs.  At least with the private sports clubs they are open to anyone 
in Hong Kong to apply to join (regardless of who they are employed by) and in this 
sense could be said to be more inclusive from a community perspective.  

The 27 sites leased to private sports clubs on the other hand have come in for 
criticism, from some people.  Whether such people who complain represent the 
views of many people is another issue.  Just because some people shout does not 
make what they say right nor does it mean that they represent the general 
consensus.   

Further, the arguments made by such persons in the debate about private sports 
clubs have often been emotionally-charged rather than measured and balanced.  To 
give an example, a commentator in the South China Morning Post (12 May 2018) 
claimed: “Meanwhile, the elite grovel to Beijing to protect their privileges while 
keeping their foreign passports hidden.” 

One member of the Panel on Home Affairs (a former legislator) is recorded in the 
minutes of the meeting held on 13 May 2011 as having “expressed disgust at the 
continuation of the legacy of the British colonial era by granting lands to provide 
clubs operated by a small group of privileged people under the PRLs”.  Whilst 
everyone is entitled to his or her own opinion, it is disappointing to see the debate 
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being conducted in polularist and jingoistic terms.  Incidentally, this same person was 
quoted in the South China Morning Post (23 June 2017) lamenting that Beijing broke 
its promises to Hong Kong: “There are so many promises in the past and you can say 
that most or all were broken in the past 20 years.”  Obviously this allegation about 
what has happened post–reunification is simply incorrect and I mention it only to 
make the point that we should also factor in who it is that is complaining about 
private sports clubs and try to evaluate the motivation behind such polularist 
complaints – are they doing so because they truly believe what they are saying is in 
the best interests of Hong Kong or because they have their own agenda?  

It is a sad fact of the political landscape in many parts of the world that popularists 
deny or brush away the pluralism of present day societies.  Popularist anti-politics 
will not generate real policies which will benefit our society.  We should recognize 
views expressed in this way for what they are. 

My limited experience of private sports clubs in Hong Kong is that they are multi-
cultural and tend to have membership bases which are mainly middle class, 
definitely not elite.  (It does seem very antiquated and inappropriate to speak of our 
society in Hong Kong in terms of perceived ‘classes’, but as those complaining about 
private sports clubs have sought to make it an issue, I thought I should respond to 
the charge made).   

One thing that the Government does not seem to have in short supply is money.  It 
cannot be seriously argued that charging substantial renewal premia on private 
sporting clubs will provide the Government with the money to fund projects for the 
betterment of people’s lives which it would not otherwise have been able to finance.  
All that would be achieved by charging renewal premia in respect of such leases 
would be that some if not all such (not-for-profit) clubs may become financially 
unviable. 

Mr Christopher Pooley of the Aberdeen Boat Club made some very pertinent points 
in his letter to the editor of the South China Morning Post (31 August 2018).  He 
points out that the consultation paper does not properly acknowledge the 
contributions of the relevant which clubs open their facilities to the public to 
promote sport for all in support of the Government’s sports policy.  Mr Pooley states 
that 80% of the sailing courses at the Aberdeen Boat Club are attended by non-
members.  He also mentions that the Aberdeen Boat Club and the Hebe Haven Yacht 
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Club support the Sailability Hong Kong charity which helps the disabled in Hong Kong 
learn to sail.  The Aberdeen Boat Club also provides support to major international 
sporting events such as the Volvo Ocean Race, the Beneteau Four Peaks Race and 
various dinghy and keelboat class world championships.  

It is a fact that the private sports clubs in Hong Kong have made tremendous 
contribution to the development of sports here and to Hong Kong’s standing on the 
international sporting stage.  These private sports clubs continue to make immense 
contributions to sports in Hong Kong, to the community in Hong Kong and to making 
Hong Kong an attractive place for talented individuals to live and work.   

The then Secretary for Home Affairs Mr Tsang Tak-sing on behalf of the Government 
recognized this contribution in his statement in the Legislative Assembly on 18 
January 2012: “Lessees of PRLs, which are non-profit making organisations … have all 
made contributions to the promotion of sports and the provision of sports and 
recreational facilities in the past few decades”.  This is well-said but actually private 
sports clubs have been contributing to Hong Kong for much longer than that.  Hong 
Kong’s oldest sporting club, the Victoria Recreation Club was founded in 1849 as the 
Regatta Club (to promote yachting in Hong Kong) and changed its name to the 
Victoria Recreation Club in 1972 when the regatta, swimming, gymnastic and boat 
clubs amalgamated. The Victoria Recreation Club organized the annual cross-harbour 
swimming race until 1973 when it was discontinued because the harbor became too 
polluted for swimming.   

I cannot hope to do justice to and detail all or even a meaningful amount of the 
contributions made and which are continuing to be made by the 27 private sports 
clubs which are the subject of the consultation.  Each club will have its own on-going 
story of contribution to Hong Kong society and the development of sports here.  I 
will focus mainly on the Hong Kong Football Club purely because it is the club about 
which I know a little (I am a member).   

The Hong Kong Football Club’s membership is certainly culturally diverse comprising 
people from around 60 different nationalities.   
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As mentioned earlier, the popularist criticism levied against private sports clubs such 
as the Hong Kong Football Club is that they are for the so-called ‘elite’.  I should 
make the point that in the case of the Hong Kong Football Club, a heavily discounted 
fee applies (the discount is 90%) if the applicant for membership can demonstrate 
that he or she can play for and/or contribute to one of various sports at the Football 
Club at a competitive level.  This opens up membership at the Football Club to a 
much broader cross-section of Hong Kong society – i.e., to those who might not 
otherwise be able to afford to join but who wish to and are capable of participating 
in the competitive sporting community at the Football Club.  Other private sports 
clubs offer discounted membership. 

The Football Club is typical of private sports clubs in Hong Kong in being a not-for-
profit organization which sets out to try to break even from operations.  Its facilities 
are ageing and the Football Club has informed its members that it estimates that it 
will need to incur capital expenditure totaling in excess of HK$600 million over the 
next 20 years just to maintain the standard of its facilities.  This sum is in addition to 
the regularly recurring operating capital expenditure of HK$7.5 million per year.  
Adding this all together, the Football Club is looking at incurring capital expenditure 
in excess of HK$750 million over the next 20 years to maintain its facilities.  The 
Football Club is already facing significant financial challenges.  I am concerned as to 
whether it could cope with the additional financial burden of a renewal premia.   

Missing from the consultation paper are some of the important contributions that 
the Football Club has made to Hong Kong.  For example, the Hong Kong Rugby 7s 
(surely Hong Kong’s most important and prestigious international sporting event and 
likely the one with the largest tourism impact) was developed at the Football Club. 
The Hong Kong Rugby 7s were held in the Football Club’s stadium from 1976 to 1981.  
It grew to be such a well-attended and important sporting event that it then moved 
to a Government stadium (at Sookunpoo) in 1982.   
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Kevin Sinclair’s account in the South 
China Morning Post of the first Rugby 
7’s tournament began with:  
“A referee’s whistle blasted over the 
Hong Kong Football Club ground [and] 
those in the stands saw a legend being 
born.”   

Later, looking back on the first Rugby 
7s held in 1976, Kevin Sinclair wrote: 
“The venue for the rugby feast [was] 
right.  The Hong Kong Football Club 
[was], appropriately, the home of the 
Hong Kong Rugby Football Union, and 
the 12,000 capacity stadium in Happy 
Valley provided the sort of intimacy 

the crowds and players were to relish so much…  The Club’s management had given 
their enthusiastic backing to the Organisers.  Manager Jimmy Mair and his ground 
staff headed by Lo Kwok, made a valuable contribution to the event, setting the 
scene at the stadium and relieving the Organisers of at least some of the headaches.” 

Without the Hong Kong Football Club, there may well have been no Hong Kong 
Rugby 7s.   

In addition, the Hong Kong Football Club hosts the annual Wing Ding Tournament 
(named in memory of Yuen Kam-Wing, a member of the disabled community who 
worked at the Hong Kong Squash Centre and who passed away in 1998). The Wing 
Ding Tournament is one of the largest donors to Operation Santa Claus which 
supports charitable projects for positive change for disadvantaged people in Hong 
Kong and Mainland China.  In addition, as part of its community outreach activities, 
the Football Club also makes charitable donations each year to good causes in the 
community 

The Football Club engages in a number of other community programmes.  The 
Football Club makes its sports facilities available to many youth groups and 
community organisations on a free or concessionary basis.  The Football Club 
provides its venue and coaching free to the Hong Kong Vocational Centre for 
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Children with Special Needs and a Soccer Programme for Children with Special Needs.  
The Hong Kong Football Club Crusaders provides soccer for special needs players – 
the Football Club teaches the participants soccer skills and helps them to become 
more independent and confident – there are about 70 special needs players who 
participate.  The Football Club organizes an exhibition tournament for the Crusaders 
at the Club during the Soccer Sevens.   

The Hong Kong Football Club further provides a number of sporting and recreational 
facilities for use by the Springboard Project (a charity which nurtures, educates and 
empowers young people in Hong Kong with special needs) and the Nesbitt Centre 
(an NGO provider of services in Hong Kong for people with disabilities which 
encourages people with a wide range of cognitive abilities to grow by providing 
opportunities to learn, experience and reach their full potential in life).  The Football 
Club also makes available the use of its sports facilities to children (with their 
teachers and supervisors) from many educational establishments within Hong Kong.  
In addition, the Football Club holds an annual lunch for residents of the China Coast 
Community. 

The consultation paper also omits that the Football Club has organized and hosted 
the HKFC 10s rugby competition each year since 1986 attracting teams from around 
the world.   

The consultation paper does mention that the Football Club has provided the venue 
for holding the Hong Kong Squash Open, has been hosting the annual International 
Soccer Sevens since 2011, has provided the venue for hosting the World Masters 
Squash Championships and has hosted the Asian Rugby Sevens Series among others.   

In addition, the Football Club runs a large mini-rugby programme which is open to 
the children of non-members.  Many other private sports clubs are involved in the 
thriving mini-rugby scene in Hong Kong.  My knowledge is far from exhaustive and I 
expect that the Hong Kong Football Club makes other contributions to our 
community in Hong Kong which I have not listed. 

As I mentioned earlier, each private sports club has its own story of contribution to 
Hong Kong’s sporting and social life and by highlighting the contribution of one club I 
do not mean to diminish the contribution of the other clubs.  It is simply that I have 
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written about that which I know.  I leave it to others better-placed than me to 
highlight the contributions of the other clubs. 

Hong Kong needs to continue to attract international companies to set up and stay 
here and to attract talented individuals to live and work here.  As I have said earlier, 
this is vital given Hong Kong’s ageing population and the fierce competition Hong 
Kong faces to attract talent and to attract companies to base themselves here.  The 
availability of quality schooling, quality healthcare and private sports clubs are all 
real and significant factors which impact decision-making by companies and 
individuals when considering where they should be based.  It is, respectfully, in the 
best interests of Hong Kong Inc,. and our community as a whole, to support our 
private sports clubs not to tear them down or price them out of existence.   

John Martin Maguire 



























based on the site usage restrictions and community access and benefits provided by private clubs 
under their respective lease terms.  There is currently a great deal of uncertainty surrounding the 
valuation methodology for the Fair Market Value calculation and it is almost certain that many clubs 
would end up with a high Fair Market Value due to the convenient location of their sites within 
urban locations close to public transport or scenic surrounds.  By design, many private clubs are 
situated in desirable locations which will result in a higher Fair Market Value and an adjustment to 
the proposal to levy a premium of one‐third of the Fair Market Value should be permitted when such 
premium results in an unacceptable financial impact to a private club thereby impairing its ongoing 
sustainability and viability.  Every policy should have a mechanism for review and approval of policy 
deviations to ensure that strict adherence to such policy requirements will not result in an unfair or 
undesirable outcome which would be inconsistent with the overriding aims of the policy in the first 
place. 

Thank you for your kind attention and consideration to this important issue.

Yours sincerely,
Dorothy E. Chan

 







The view that is being taken to impose significant tax on Clubs such as the RHKYC will result in exactly 
the opposite of what the government is trying to achieve for its local population in their being able to 
enjoy a healthy, outdoors and vigorous lifestyle. Currently a large percentage of those using sports clubs 
are not members, partly because they do not have the funds to be members and partly because their 
circumstance do not allow enough time to make it worthwhile. There many other reasons why people do 
not join these Clubs though they are welcomed in any case. Sports clubs in Hong Kong go to great 
lengths to attract young members who are keen on their respective sports and the costs of joining are 
significantly defrayed for younger members, thus allowing them access to facilities and a healthier lifestyle 
thy could not otherwise afford. If taxes are imposed on these clubs the money for this is going to have to 
come from somewhere. It is highly likely this will be from a combination of increased costs of 
membership, a reduction in community support and a reduction in staffing levels resulting in job losses. 
Increased costs of membership will cut the numbers of members significantly and cutting community 
support will slow down development of sport in Hong Kong, just at a time when we are priding ourselves 
on successes at events such as the Asian Games. Where does the government think the talent comes from 
to represent Hong Kong overseas if not from sports facilities? What will be achieved by significantly 
increasing the costs of operating these clubs is to reduce the membership to those of only the highest 
incomes, making the clubs even more exclusive and inaccessible. 

Hong Kong enjoys one of the lowest tax regimes in the world. Why is there a sudden requirement to 
impose taxes on some of the few outlets to give citizens a breather in an otherwise cramped, polluted and 
exceptionally stressed environment? Aside from this the overall cost of living in Hong Kong is increasing 
so significantly it is rapidly becoming an undesirable place to live and certainly attracting talent from 
overseas is becoming harder and harder. Effectively outpricing sports and recreational facilities that are 
attractive to the international community will have a detrimental effect on the competitiveness of Hong 
Kong as a business hub as talent seeks alternative locations to live where there is more palatable 
environment and lifestyle. 

Sailing has been an integral part of Hong Kong for over 150 years and all this time there has been sailing 
in our harbour. Pricing membership of recreational clubs such as the RHKYC out of the reach of most 
members of the public will remove this important tradition in Hong Kong. Not only is there sailing in the 
harbour but Hong Kong is lucky in that generally there are good winds all year round and we are a ‘central 
launch pad’ for races out of Hong Kong to other parts of the region. This in itself attracts international 
entries, thus Hong Kong gaining important international exposure. Many yacht owners who bring their 
yachts to Hong Kong are international businessmen who decide to combine their yacht visits here with 
business. This in itself benefits Hong Kong in the bigger picture of things in supporting the economy. If 
the yachting is removed from Hong Kong one more incentive is removed from such people to be here 
when they can easily be in a place that also supports their hobby. 

An important thing to remember is that recreational clubs in Hong Kong are generally non profit 
organisations. Especially with sports clubs this means that any surplus funds get ploughed right back into 
the sport they are involved with. There are many examples from the RHKYC where this has directly 
benefitted individuals and teams who otherwise could not afford to sail or row and have gone on to 
represent Hong Kong locally and internationally. This development would be lost if significant taxes 
ensured that Clubs struggled financially to survive, thus removing any chances of surpluses in their 
accounts. 

Hong Kong is in an enviable position whereby international events want to come here. Events such as the 
Volvo Ocean Race who succeeded in coming here this year and others such as the Clipper Round the 
World Race who have been here twice before – both times the crews from the Clipper fleet stated that 
Hong Kong was their favourite stop over of the entire race. Then there are the less obvious events such 
as various World Championships for the class racing boats. All of these events come here because a 
number of members of the RHKYC and other yacht clubs give a significant amount of time to work with 
them to get them here and then volunteer to assist in the smooth running of events when they are here. 
These people are all hard working members of the public, giving significant time to support Hong Kong 
and to help promote Hong Kong on the world stage. 











Thank you for taking my submission into consideration.
Yours sincerely,
Daniel Vaughan
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● Providing training venues for various sports associations
● Hosting local and international sports competitions
● Satisfying the demand of local sports enthusiasts

5) I am a member of Club de Recreio and a actively player of lawn bowling. I want to join a
club because it is often too difficult to book public sports facilities. As an average middle
class citizen and a taxpayer, a nominal land premium for private sports clubs is perhaps the
only benefit I can get from the Government for I am not eligible for the general welfare
benefits like housing or social security schemes. Why can’t we, the middle class, enjoy a
subsidy from the Government in the form of a nominal land premium for the use of club
facilities. Besides, under the new proposal, opening-up of club facilities will be increased to
at least 30%. Therefore, a nominal land premium also means a subsidy for the general public.

6) I prefer to join a private sports club because there are things that public facilities of the
Government cannot provide :
●A variety of sports and ancillary facilities at the same venue
● Booking of sports facilities is much easier
● Participation in league or friendly matches can be arranged easily
● Training and competitions can raise my

skills
● Family members of different ages can each have a favourable pastime at the same venue
●A friendly, homely environment
●A safe place where I can enjoy my games and let kids have their own play time

● Kids can try different sports and starts training of a favourable one at an early age The
growing membership size of private sports clubs indicates a social demand for such facilities.
While public facilities provided by the Government cannot meet the special needs of local
citizens, we should be given an extra option provided at affordable charges by non-profit
making sports clubs. While the Government does not build, maintain and manage such
facilities, it can show support by charging a nominal land premium.

7) Club de Recreio should be exempted from paying the proposed land premium because of
its valuable contributions to local sports development :
●A long history of over a century in sports promotion
● Provide elite training
● Provide sports facilities that are rare
● Provide venues for local and international competitions for hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls
and tennis
● Provide affordable entrance opportunities for sports lovers
● It’s a club for sports lovers, not a club for the rich

8) Club de Recreio has always kept entrance fees and monthly subscription fees at very low
levels, comparing with other sports clubs of the same scale. The Club is aiming at providing
affordable entrance opportunities for sports enthusiasts. Over the years, the Club has focused
on the social responsibility to promote sports rather than on its own financial growth. It does
not have a large reserve. The proposed land premium is definitely unaffordable. The Club
shall face great difficulties upon expiry of the present lease. It may be forced to cease
operation. Perhaps the Club should, like other clubs, have created debentures and corporate
membership, or should have set all fees at much higher levels, despite that would limit the
entrance opportunities of the average working people. Should the Club be penalized for being



dedicated to sports promotion instead of being money-minded? Is the Government 
encouraging the operation mode of “a club for the rich” ? Isn’t the policy of PRL aiming at 
providing proper venues for sports activities and promoting sports development?

9) Private sports clubs are supplementing the inadequacies of some rare sports facilities like
hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls and tennis. Concessionary terms should therefore be considered
for PRL renewal
10) On the one hand, the Government has, in the consultation paper, acknowledged the
contributions of these private sports clubs to local sports development. Yet on the other hand,
harsh measures like largely increasing the land premium and opening-up hours, are
recommended for renewal of PRL. Is the Government taking a “used and then dumped (過 橋
抽板)” attitude?

(II) Clubs that cannot pay the proposed land premium
Clubs that cannot pay the proposed land premium

may opt to operate in a “quasi-public’ nature
(Note : The paper recommends to seek ExCo’s approval for a special purpose lease with a 
nominal land premium but the club has to adopt an open membership policy and provide 
sports and recreational facilities for use by members of the public at low charges.)
The club’s establishment and operation have, over the years, been relying solely on the 
financial contributions of club members. If clubs are being forced to convert to a “quasi-
public” nature:
● Does it mean ignoring the past contributions of club members entirely?
● Will the club’s reserve contributed by past and present club members be brought forward
for future use? If yes, is it fair to these members?
● Will new members or the public have equal rights as existing members in the use of club
facilities? If yes, is it fair?
● How can the rights and interests of existing members be protected?

● Will the government subsidise or fund the club to maintain and manage the facilities if they
are open to open with much larger usage?

Best regards,

FUNG CHI LEUNG
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Urgent Return receipt Sign Encrypt Mark Subject Restricted Expand personal&public groups

Club.de Recreio
06/09/2018 09:16

From:

To: "prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk" <prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk>, 

Please respond to 

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Sirs,
As a member of Club de Recreio, I wish to bring up the following points to your notice upon 
consideration of lease renewal.
1. Club de Recreio has a long history of supporting sports and other civic activities like
parties for the elderly and children.
2. As a member club, we have a healthy sports section comprising of Lawnbowls , Tennis ,
Hockey , LaCross and Badmington. We also have a very successful Bridge Section in which
we on occasions open to the HK Bridge Associations and other bridge activities in Hong
Kong.
3. We have on numerous occasions allowed for other organizations such as schools and
sports bodies to use the club grounds for practice purposes.
We trust that these strong points will assist in renewal of the Club's lease.
Thank you for your kind assistance and considerations.
Yours truly,
Donald Abraham
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financial impact on the survival of the PRL’S and a double charge.
5) Of course it should continue at nil or nominal land premium for those who have
over the years developed, improved and open the PRL’s to members, sporting youth
and the public. Those PRLs are doing their job, benefiting Hong Kong sporting
reputation, offering quality environment, they should not be threaten to be bankrupted
or closed down.
6) At least if an onerous land premium is to be paid by PRL’s flexibility in payment
should be considered and the amount calculated according affordability not according
to developer’s unrealistic and extortionate land values.

4. Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their
facilities so as to better complement and support sports development in Hong
Kong;
(Refer to pages 25-30).
1) Yes surely they already do anyway

5. What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities);
(Refer to pages 30-31).

1) Any as long as they are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs, provide
sporting experience, and Development are opened to all with a fee.

6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees;
(Refer to pages 31-33).

1) Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point
system to allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.                                                       

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and
recreational use;
(Refer to pages 33-34).

1) YES surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and development are open
to all with a fee and

2) Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and
hosting it should even be encouraged.

Additional comments:

• The Club is open to the general public for sports actually 80% of the certification in the
club or the sailing activity in general is for non-members.

• The Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already paid its due why
charging more again.
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hosting it should even be encouraged.

Additional comments:

• The Club is open to the general public for sports actually 80% of the certification in the
club or the sailing activity in general is for non-members.

• The Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already paid its due why
charging more again.

• The Club is a peaceful haven in the Hong Kong jungle and bring peace, harmony and



tranquility for the community.
Kind regards

Sales Whitewater Limited





5) Of course it should continue at nil or nominal land premium for those who have
over the years developed, improved and open the PRL’s to members, sporting youth
and the public. Those PRLs are doing their job, benefiting Hong Kong sporting
reputation, offering quality environment, they should not be threaten to be bankrupted
or closed down.
6) At least if an onerous land premium is to be paid by PRL’s flexibility in payment
should be considered and the amount calculated according affordability not according
to developer’s unrealistic and extortionate land values.

4. Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their
facilities so as to better complement and support sports development in Hong
Kong;
(Refer to pages 25-30).
1) Yes surely they already do anyway

5. What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities);
(Refer to pages 30-31).

1) Any as long as they are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs, provide
sporting experience, and Development are opened to all with a fee.

6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees;
(Refer to pages 31-33).
1) Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point
system to allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.                                                       

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and
recreational use;
(Refer to pages 33-34).

1) YES surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and development are open
to all with a fee and

2) Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and
hosting it should even be encouraged.

Additional comments:

• The Club is open to the general public for sports actually 80% of the certification in the
club or the sailing activity in general is for non-members.

• The Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already paid its due why
charging more again.

• The Club is a peaceful haven in the Hong Kong jungle and bring peace, harmony and
tranquility for the community.



Kind regards

Pauline





financial impact on the survival of the PRL’S and a double charge.
5) Of course it should continue at nil or nominal land premium for those who have
over the years developed, improved and open the PRL’s to members, sporting youth
and the public. Those PRLs are doing their job, benefiting Hong Kong sporting
reputation, offering quality environment, they should not be threaten to be bankrupted
or closed down.
6) At least if an onerous land premium is to be paid by PRL’s flexibility in payment
should be considered and the amount calculated according affordability not according
to developer’s unrealistic and extortionate land values.

4. Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their facilities
so as to better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong;
(Refer to pages 25-30).
1) Yes surely they already do anyway

5. What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary
facilities);
(Refer to pages 30-31).

1) Any as long as they are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs, provide
sporting experience, and Development are opened to all with a fee.

6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the
lessees;
(Refer to pages 31-33).
1) Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point
system to allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.                                                       

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and
recreational use;
(Refer to pages 33-34).

1) YES surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and development are open
to all with a fee and

2) Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and
hosting it should even be encouraged.

Additional comments:

• The Club is open to the general public for sports actually 80% of the certification in the
club or the sailing activity in general is for non-members.

• The Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already paid its due why
charging more again.

• The Club is a peaceful haven in the Hong Kong jungle and bring peace, harmony and
tranquility for the community.



Todd Barr 









budget and land sites identified. Long term commitments are necessary to have citizens provide the 
supporting capital and running costs. In this way the government will supply the seed capital which 
will allow PRLs to contribute to the overall good of the country
Other.
I have seen from being in Aberdeen Club that this is a club which is well managed providing courses 
and facilities for non members as well as members. It supports a significant training effort for dinghy 
sailing and as a result Hong Kong residents have done well even in international competitions. To me, 
above all, it offers an outdoor exercise environment in an activity which the whole family, regardless 
of age, can participate together. There are very few of these.
That exercise is on the water so the amount of space Aberdeen Yacht Club uses on land is tiny 
compared with ,say, a golf course. 

Douglas G Dryden
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lessees;
(Refer to pages 31-33). Periodic reporting and inspections are appropriate 
provided inspections are proportionate with a clearly defined purpose or 
goal.

General comments regarding the Aberdeen Boat Club; 
The ABC has a long history of supporting sailing and social activity in Hong 
Kong and continues to provide a valuable community service.  The community 
spirit of the ABC is evident in the diversity of it's membership and wide and 
varied calendar of events. Several ABC events are now part of the fabric of 
sailing in Hong Kong and across Asia. Most prominent in youth participation, 
which reinforces the holistic education of young people.  
I would be saddened to see the future of the ABC jeopardized and believe this 
would be a backward step in promoting sporting excellence, youth 
participation and community involvement. 
Regards
Stanley Christian











system to allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational
use; (Refer to pages 33-34).

Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support 
and hosting it should even be encouraged.     

No name provided
沒有署名





5: Facilities that are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs, and that provide sporting 
experience, and Development - with the the proviso that they are opened to all with a fee.
6: Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point system to allow 
good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.
7: Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and hosting it 
should even be encouraged.opportunities that make life
Additionally:
The Aberdeen Baot Club that I belong as a member to, already provides facilities for the general 
public which are well utilised. Approx 80% of the Club’s sailing certification activities are for 
non-members.
The Club provides a haven away from the familiarity of City life in Hong Kong - a peaceful and rich 
environment for children to enjoy nature, and balance their lives against all the pressures of the City. 
What is the purpose of City Planning if not to provide balance and haven and exposure to tranquility 
for the very people who live in the City. We are all aware of the issues of space and housing and land 
shortages on Hong Kong, however, minimising options for people to enjoy life outside of a shopping 
mall or a high rise apartment must be resisted. Look at other ‘World Cities’ - providing space and 
havens for citizens is at the very heart of why they are such success stories.

Sincerely,
Lawrence Adrian Scott
Jennifer Zhu Scott
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1) Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point system to allow
good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use;
1) YES surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and development are open to all with
a fee and
2) Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and hosting it
should even be encouraged.

Additional comments...
• The Club is open to the general public for sports actually 80% of the certification in the club or the
sailing activity in general is for non-members.
• The Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already paid its due why charging
more again.
• The Club is a peaceful haven in the Hong Kong jungle and bring peace, harmony and tranquility for
the community.

No name provided
沒有署名
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OBJECTION TO DO ANYTHING THAT MAY HARM OR JEOPARDIZE
PRL's

06/09/2018 16:09

From:

To: prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk,

Cc:

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Sir / Madam,
Please find below my humble opinion as part of public consultation:

The 7 questions to answer are:
The full policy review documents is on our website and composed of 63 pages (click HERE), to 
ease your answer, related pages referring to the questions asked, have been appended to each 
questions HAB needs your views on.
These pages are on the summary document at the bottom

1. Whether all PRL sites should continue to be handled under the existing lease
arrangement, or alternative lease arrangement should be adopted;
(Refer to pages 7-15).
1) Of course PRL’s Site should continue to operate under the policy.
2) May be lease can be review in a way to better meet land use and sport development.
3) Yes and leases should be longer than just 15 years to allow better development
4) Over regulating such frail business model could jeopardize the survival of many.

2. How to assess whether these sites should be retained or returned to the Government
for other development purposes;
(Refer to pages 15-19).
1) Best sports promotion in the community assessment tool to be defined
2) Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point system to
allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad ones to be terminated.
3) Best development of elite sports option and sponsorship to be demonstrated
4) Focus on international event preparation, support and hosting is to play a part in this
assessment
5) How the PRL’S site are providing sufficient % of sport promotion against recreation
activities and facilities
6) How the PRL’s support their duty of opening to NSA and eligible outside bodies.
7) The quarterly report sent to HAB by all PRL for the last 6 or 7 years should give the
answer to that.
8) If 1200 ha of land is needed rapidly and PRL’s barely cover 350ha WHAT LAND
SHORTFAL WOULD THE PRL SITES SOLVE? There are other land options to look for.

3. Whether charging nil or nominal land premium for the use of these sites should
continue;
(Refer to pages 19- 25).
1) How can one comment without a proper definition of the premium charge mechanism, this
is not ready to be commented upon.
2) By looking deeper in the contribution of PRL’s over the year towards Hong Kong by
developing unusable plots of land into prime sports area for Hong Kong shows that premium
have already been paid in another way.
3) The definition of spots against ancillary facilities is necessary but inexistent so far how this
can affect the premium no one knows yet.
4) Why charging a premium and then over controlling the debenture sales, (ISSUANCE,
LENGTH, PRICE, SALABILITY AND TRANSFER) this is a terrible financial impact on the
survival of the PRL’S and a double charge.

1714



5) Of course it should continue at nil or nominal land premium for those who have over the
years developed, improved and open the PRL’s to members, sporting youth and the public.
Those PRLs are doing their job, benefiting Hong Kong sporting reputation, offering quality
environment, they should not be threaten to be bankrupted or closed down.
6) At least if an onerous land premium is to be paid by PRL’s flexibility in payment should be
considered and the amount calculated according affordability not according to developer’s
unrealistic and extortionate land values.

4. Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their facilities so as to
better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong;
(Refer to pages 25-30).
Yes surely they already do anyway

5. What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities);
(Refer to pages 30-31).
Any as long as they are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs, provide sporting
experience, and Development are opened to all with a fee.

6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees;
(Refer to pages 31-33).
Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point system to
allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use;
(Refer to pages 33-34).

8. 1) YES surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and development are open
to all with a fee and

9. 2) Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and
hosting it should even be encouraged.

In addition, The Aberdeen Boat Club is open to the general public for sports: actually
80% of the certification in the club or the sailing activity in general is for non-members.
• The Club has trained many TOP young sailors and gained good reputation for HK in the
international regattas: for example our daughter is part of HK National team and just
represented HK during the European Championship of Optimists - all this thanks to ABC’
hi-quality trainings! Who knows, maybe one of the future Olympic champion could be born
here!
• The Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already paid its due why
charging more again.
• The Club is a peaceful haven in the Hong Kong jungle and bring peace, harmony and
tranquility for the community. It increases the attractively of HK for expats when we have
career options of moving internationally...

Best regards,
Jeanne







我我我我政政：

1.停停我私，2020收但但但善172公公徵當當當當私；
2.但善私私動動政政可因其公現善動而與動但但育動善善徵動動，與動但但但善130公
公徵當當當當當停停停當設幅與與政政頃但現徵與停及方(例如當、板當、曲曲當、草
善地當幅)徵私私由由由徵善善；
3.其其私私由由由徵善善，其由政政交其由幅幅利利由及但，讓政讓惠惠每根讓讓善
該該及方；
4.由以善善以以以，興興徵興興興興當但8成因公興當居興。

--
郭 永永







of young talent by providing HKGA free access to host its squad team training 
and amateur tournaments. Further, the HKGC founded the Hong Kong Ladies Open and has 
hosted it in Fanling for the past 4 years. Playing in the tournament has enabled 
Hong Kong’s talented young amateurs to earn world ranking points to help them to qualify 
for international events including The Olympic Games

As the Hong Kong team has just returned from the Asian games with a record medals haul, 
do we really want to take away critically valuable golf facilities where the next generation of 
winners can be groomed?

4.Community Service
Over 200 non-member events, including many fund-raising charity golf days, are held every
year at the Fanling golf courses. More than HK$20 million
is raised annually for a variety of charities, such as the Community Chest, the Tung Wah
Group of Hospitals, the Yan Chai Hospital, and others.
The HKGC’s in-house annual flagship charity event, the ‘Cup of Kindness’, was launched 30
years ago. The event raises funds every year for community
based charities in North District, including the North District Hospital
The HKGC gives back to the Community.

I do hope the lease will be extended.

Yours faithfully

Haresh Melwani





The sender requested to keep his/her name and submission
confidential

發件人要求將其姓名及意見書保密

1720



The sender requested to keep his/her name and submission
confidential

發件人要求將其姓名及意見書保密

1721



The sender requested to keep his/her name and submission
confidential

發件人要求將其姓名及意見書保密

1722











- There are other options such as brownfield
sites, military sites and land banks owned by private
developers which should be considered in priority to
already scarce sporting facilities.

Q. 3   Whether charging nil or nominal land premium for
the use of these sites should continue (Refer to pages
19- 25)

A.   3     -        The Hebe Haven Yacht Club members
have already paid many millions of member’s dollars for
equipment, infrastructure and resources to develop and
contribute to the sport of sailing in Hong Kong.
- A nominal fee only is appropriate.
- If a high land premium is introduced, many
clubs would find it prohibitive thus affecting their abilities
to contribute to sports development in Hong Kong. Even
if the Land Premium is relatively low it will mean that
sporting clubs will have less to spend on the largely
shared objectives specified by the Government.

Q. 4   Whether the PRL lessees should be required to
further open up their facilities so as to better
complement and support sports development in Hong
Kong (Refer to pages 25-30)

A.4     -        In the case of the Hebe Haven Yacht Club
in particular, artificial constraints in its PRL limit the
ability of the Club to provide facilities to members of the
public much beyond what is presently provided.  Lease
modifications should be permitted in order to
accommodate further opening up so as to provide
adequate facilities to enhance contributions.

Q. 5    What types of facilities should be allowed on
these sites (including ancillary facilities) (Refer to pages
30-31)

A.5    -        Expanded shower and toilet facilities are required.
- Facilities such as lecture, committee rooms,
administration offices, shaded outdoor areas, boat
racking for vertical storage of training and safety
vessels, and properly equipped maintenance workshops
are all urgently needed by Hebe Haven Yacht Club.



Q. 6   How to enhance the monitoring on the governance
and transparency of the lessees (Refer to pages 31-33)

A.6    -      Quarterly returns highlighting non-members’
participations.

Q. 7   Whether and how to assess applications for new sites
for sports and recreational use (Refer to pages 33-34)

A.7    -        Annual inspections.

Below are my further comments about the Hebe Haven Yacht 
Club:

· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is open to the general
public for sail training and sailing activities.
· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has developed the land
over the last 50 years and has already paid its dues.
· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has been proactively
promoting sailing to children through the Development Fund
for Youth Sailing programme at the Sail Training Centre.
· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club provides a home base
to Sailability Hong Kong, which is a not for profit
volunteer-based organisation giving an opportunity to those
with a disability to join a structured training course resulting in
recognized sailing certifications, or simply to enjoy a new
experience.
· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club will be the host venue
for South East Asian Para Championships Hong Kong in
December 2018.
· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club to date has raised over
HK$10 Million for Charity from an Annual Sailing event which
commenced in 2002, with over 5,000 visitors, participants,
volunteers and sponsors attending.
· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club has offered sailing
opportunities to 18 local schools as well as YMCA and various
charities.
· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club is part of the local Sai
Kung Community, participates in all local ceremonies and
festivals and has been an employer to local Sai Kung
residents over the years.
· The Hebe Haven Yacht Club works in co-operation
with the Hong Kong Marine Dept and other authorities such as
the local Marine Police.
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Public consultation on review of Private Recreational Leases
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From:

To: "prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk" <prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk>,

History: This message has been replied to.
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On the matter of community involvement at the Club I have personally always 
been in favour of this,particularly as I actively support a number of local 
charities focussed on youth development.
My understanding is that the Club has been in full compliance with the 
targets set and I would hope that continues to be the case with any new 
targets.
Yours sincerely,
Peter Clarke





Every great water-city in the world has one or two. Some are posh. Water sports including 
sailing, is often perceived, and with some justification, as the sport for the rich. However, there 
are thousands of humble yacht clubs that provide much needed access to water sports to its less-
well-off and disadvantaged citizens. HHYC is one such yacht or sailing club in Hong Kong, and 
it is not to be compared with the likes of Yacht Club De Monaco - Monaco; Royal Thames Yacht 
Club - London; The Dubai Marina Yacht Club - Dubai; Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club, Hong 
Kong; New York Yacht Club - New York; St. Francis Yacht Club - San Francisco; Yacht Club 
Costa Smeralda - Sardinia; and the Grand Bahama Yacht Club - Bahamas.  

 

HHYC - DIGNITY THROUGH SPORTS:  

Social responsibility through access to sailing and water sports 

 

• HHYC has built a strong sailing infrastructure and expertise with equally strong mission 
to work with  handicapped children and the underprivileged youth of Hong Kong; a 
sporting outlet and a unique venue sorely needed in a city like Hong Kong. 

• The HHYC social responsibility programme for the Hong Kong's underprivileged started 
with  few kids and few little boats and have now grown to a fleet of craft that include 
special-needs craft.  All this is funded by its members and private donations.     

• Boys and girls, and adults, are taught to sail and participate in the sport which is used as a 
medium to interact with others and to overcome disabilities and social stigma, to handle 
challenges, successes and failures, and competitiveness, importantly, such participation  
is expressly designed and developed to build the participants' self esteem and 
confidence.  

• HHYC has constantly upgraded its infrastructure to have as many paid students from the 
more affluent members of the society, making us one of the finest facilities in Hong Kong, 
which also makes the club a lot more revenue-stable, less dependent on donations, and 
requires us to utilise our Land-lease prudently and effectively.   

• Most of HHYC members come from ordinary backgrounds, they are certainly not the rich 
and super rich which one might find in yacht clubs mentioned earlier: A concessionary 
premium to be set at one-third of the full market value land premium from 2027, would 
therefore be financially catastrophic for the HHYC.   

• It would be a social tragedy for Hong Kong if one of its most socially-responsible  
sporting clubs, the HHYC, is forced to close because of the suggested land premium 
change. Surely the HHYC land footprint is certainly insignificant, and arguably 
unsuitable, for increasing the Hong Kong's land bank for housing development, unless of 
course, expensive multi- million dollar homes are planned for that land.  

  

 



Hebe Haven Yacht Club members and boat owners 

Leung Fung-Lin 

Jaksa Kivela  

Membership  





     
     

Task Force on Land Supply Development Bureau,      By Double Register Mail
19/F., West Wing, Central Government Offices,        & email : tfls@devb.gov.hk
2 Tim Mei Avenue,
Tamar, Hong Kong. 

Attn Mr Stanley Wong Yuen-fai, SBS, JP, Chairman 

Cc Home Affairs Bureau, 13/F., West Wing, Central Government Offics,
   2, Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong. (By Double Register Mail &
Email prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk )

Dear Mr Wong,

Re:  TFLS’s questionnaire on its 18 recommended land options

With reference to The TFLS’s questionnaire which is designed to seek for views from the public on its 
18 recommended land options.  The option ‘Alternative Uses of Sites under Private Recreational 
Leases’, relates to the partial or full reclamation of the Fanling courses. This same option is listed in 
both ‘short-to-medium term options’ and ‘medium-to-long term options’ in the questionnaire.  I 
strongly against  this option and strongly believe that Hong Kong needs more, rather than less, land 
for sports and golf development.  My unequivocal position is for the preservation of the entire 
Fanling site.  

Enclosed please attached 2 pages for Key reasons why the Entire Fanling Site is important to Hong 
Kong.

Yours faithfully,

Tam Siu Kuen Jennifer

Golf Club 1.pngGolf Club 1.png Golf Club 2.pngGolf Club 2.png
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James Mendes 
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Policy Review of Private Recreational Lease : Public Consultation Exercise .
07/09/2018 08:54

From:

To: prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk,

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Sir or Madam,
1. Whether all PRL sites should continue to be handled under the
existing lease arrangement, or alternative lease arrangement
should be adopted;
(Refer to pages 7-15).
Yes and leases should be longer than just 15 years to allow better
development.
2. How to assess whether these sites should be retained or
returned to the Government for other development purposes;
The quarterly report sent to HAB by all PRL for the last 6 or 7 years
should give the answer to that.
3. Whether charging nil or nominal land premium for the use of
these sites should continue;
Of course it should continue at nil or nominal land premium for those who
have over the years developed, improved and open the PRL’s to
members, sporting youth and the public. Those PRLs are doing their job,
benefiting Hong Kong sporting reputation, offering quality environment,
they should not be threaten to be bankrupted or closed down.
4. Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up
their facilities so as to better complement and support sports
development in Hong Kong;
Yes surely they already do anyway
5. What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites
(including ancillary facilities);
Any as long as they are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs,
provide sporting experience, and Development are opened to all with a
fee.
6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and
transparency of the lessees;
Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point
bad point system to allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be
terminated.
7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports
and recreational use;
YES surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and
development are open to all with a fee and

General Comments
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The Aberdeen Boat Club (ABC) is a long serving recreational club that 
offers unique water sports and other sports development facilities to the 
community.  The ABC have always tried to encourage the development of 
water sports in the youth community by making facilities available for 
water sports to develop life long skills in swimming, sailing, and other 
camps and activities for youth.  They are keen to develop competitive 
sports and offer several major race series to inspire and engage the 
community.  Personally, our family has benefited tremendously from the 
social events that the ABC organises and the club is very keen to promote 
local Hong Kong and Chinese culture as well as recognise other cultural 
events such as Chinese New Year, Full Moon Festival, Halloween, Easter, 
Christmas.  They offer all sorts of workshops and activities for adults and 
children.  The fact that the ABC has tried to keep their fees to a minimum 
has also made it an affordable club for our family to be able to join and 
enjoy.  The ABC has become part of our home and our family visits the 
clubs most weekends and is part of our local heritage! 

No name provided
沒有署名





community member development, and are opened to all with a fee.
6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees; (Refer to
pages 31-33).
Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point system to allow
good PRLs to carry on and bad ones to be terminated.
7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use; (Refer to
pages 33-34).
Yes, as long as they are providing valuable community experience and development.
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PRL Policy Review
07/09/2018 10:42

From:

To: prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk,

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Sir/ Madam,
I would like to submit my opinion on Private Recreation Leases (PRL) Policy Review.  The 
details are in the attached PDF file.

Thank you for your attention.PRL review opinion CY Lam.pdfPRL review opinion CY Lam.pdf

Best Regards,
Chor Yin Lam
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LAM Chor Yin 

 

 

 

 

 

Inter-departmental Working Group on Policy Review of Private Recreational Leases 

Home Affairs Bureau,  

13/F, West Wing, Central Government Offices,  

2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar  

 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

Re: Public Consultation on Policy Review of Private Recreational Leases 

I am writing to express my views on the various recommendations made by the Working 
Group on Policy Review of Private Recreational Leases (PRL).   

Before I proceed, I would like to declare my interests. I am currently a medical doctor 
working in the public sector. I am also the Hockey Convenor and a General Committee 
member of Club de Recreio (20 Gascoigne Road, Kowloon). I started playing hockey in Club 
de Recreio as a guest player in 1991 when I was a third year medical student. I participated in 
the Hong Kong Hockey Association Men’s Hockey League since then. I joined the Club as a 
member in 2000.  

The followings are my opinions on some of the major recommendations made in the Policy 
Review of PRL:  

1. “continuing to handle the sites held by private sports clubs under PRL policy but the 
lease conditions should be significantly modified to better meet the dual needs of 
supporting sports development and optimising land use” 

Land is definitely the most precious resource in Hong Kong. I agree private sports 
club should contribute a fair share of social responsibility as one of the lease 
conditions. However, this should not put unreasonable hardship on the financial 
resource or operation of these clubs.  



I would propose conditions to facilitate sports participation, like sporting 
memberships and guest players programmes, be added to the condition of the lease. I 
will elaborate more in the following paragraphs. 

 
2. “taking into account the contribution of private sports clubs in promoting sports 

development in Hong Kong when considering the renewal of their leases upon 
expiry”  
 
I agree the contribution in promoting sports should be taken into account when 
renewing the leases upon expiry. The private sports clubs in Hong Kong have long 
traditions of supporting amateur sportsman in various sports before the Government 
set up systems of development of elite sports. Their contributions to sports 
development in the past should not be overlooked.  
 
Taking Club de Recreio as an example, the Club acquired the present premises in 
1925 for sports and recreation use for the Portuguese community. The Club opened 
up membership applications to the general public since 1968.  The Club has long been 
one of the engines in promotion of various sports, including badminton, bridge, 
hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowl and tennis, in Hong Kong. The two past presidents of the 
Club, namely, Sir Albert M. Rodrigues and Mr. A. de O. Sales GBM, JP, have 
brought Hong Kong to the next level in amateur sports by their contribution in the 
Hong Kong Government and in the International Olympic Committee. Over the years, 
the Club has produced a number of elite players. The Club’s achievement in 
promotion of sports is summarized in the list attached. 
 
In addition, the Club have also provided opportunities for non-members to participate 
in various sports through its Sporting Membership, Junior Sporting Membership and 
Guest Player Programmes. Sport enthusiasts, who are not members of the Club, can 
participate in competitions as a part of the Club’s teams.  These programmes only 
require the participants to pay a nominal fee to cover the cost of enrolling in the 
competitions and use of the sports facilities. I, myself, was a beneficiary of such 
arrangements. I was able to join the Hockey Team and develop my interest in the 
sport when I was a student nearly 30 years ago.  
 

3. “requiring private sports clubs suitable for lease renewal to pay a concessionary 
premium to be set at one-third of the FMV land premium” 
 
I strongly opposed this recommendation of setting the concessionary premium at one-
third of the FMV land premium though others may think it is already a very good deal 
for the private sports clubs. For most private sports clubs, one-third of the FMV land 
premium will still be an astronomical figure. These clubs will have to raise their 
entrance fees and monthly subscription, which will in turn make these clubs less 
accessible to the general public. In my opinion, this recommendation will only 
increase the inequality in accessing sports and recreational facility in our society. 
 

4. “requiring private sports clubs to further open up their facilities to eligible outside 
bodies up to 30% of their total sports capacity and partner with sports organisations to 
organize sports programmes that can be open for enrolment by individual members of 
the public with a minimum sports programme hours of 240 per month” 



I agree that opening up 20 to 30% of the total sports capacity will be fair. However, 
when the total sports capacity is calculated, weather and other environmental factors’ 
effects, like typhoon, thunderstorm, rainstorm, hot weather warnings, and air pollution 
index, on outdoor sports facilities should be taken into account. These factors will 
make the outdoor sports facilities unusable or have harmful effects on the health of 
the users. Also, time used for maintenance of sports facilities may significant reduce 
the total sports capacity. For example, a grass hockey field needs to be closed for 2 
months every year to maintain the quality of the playing surface. These timeslots 
affected should be excluded from the calculation. 

 
5. “drawing up the list of allowable sports supporting facilities and ancillary facilities for 

PRLs” 
 
I agree that the facilities in the private sports clubs should be relevant to the 
promotion of sports and recreation. Facilities for food and beverage should be seen as 
essential and allowed in the private sports club as long as these facilities are not for 
commercial purposes. 
  

6. “enhancing the monitoring of PRLs and the corporate governance of the lessees” 
 
I welcome the recommendation which will make the administration of private sports 
club more transparent to the public. 
 
 

I hope the opinions above will be considered by the working group in formulating the new 
policy on PRL and the private sports clubs in Hong Kong can continue to support the 
development of sports. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

LAM Chor Yin 

  



Summary of Contribution to Sports Development by Club de Recreio 

Sir Albert M. Rodrigues He was a former president of Club de Recreio. He served in the 
Urban Council (1940 -1950, interrupted during World War II), the 
Legislative Council (1953-1959) and the Executive Council (1962-
1974). Being an active councilor, he has contributed a lot to the 
planning and development of sports in Hong Kong. 

Mr. A. de O. Sales (GBM, J.P.) He was the president of Club de Recreio from 1960 to 2012. He is 
well-known for his lifelong interest in promoting sports in Hong 
Kong. Mr. Sales was one of the founders of the Amateur Sports 
Federation & Olympic Committee (ASF&OC) of Hong Kong 
established in 1950. As Hong Kong’s 
National Olympic Committee (NOC), it was renamed as Sports 
Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong (SF&OC) in 1999. 
Mr. Sales was its president from 1967 - 1998. He was also the 
founder of the Hong Kong Amateur Swimming Association 
and its president from 1950 to 2013. On top of this, he was an 
Urban Council member and was the Chairman of Urban Council 
from 1973 to 1981. He explicitly stated in 1973 that the Urban 
Council would proceed with its own plans for constructing 
recreational and sports facilities and promoting various 
recreational and sports activities as well as sports competitions. 

Badminton Section Club de Recreio was one of the early training bases for Hong 
Kong’s elite badminton players. 
 
Mrs. Lo Leung Pik Luen, Diana（盧梁璧聯） 
She was the first locally trained player winning 3 championship 
titles (Women’s Single, Women’s Doubles and Mixed Doubles) 
in one tournament, the Hong Kong Open in 1975. In 1984-1994, 
she was the Head Coach of the Hong Kong Badminton Team. 
 
Miss Chan Lim Chee, Amy（陳念慈） 
In the late 1970s, 阮寶添 coached her at the Club. Apart from an 
impressive record of winning 9 women’s singles championship 
titles in a streak (1975-1983) in the Hong Kong Open, she is also 
the first locally trained athlete winning an Olympic medal. Her 
international badminton awards include: 
● 1978 Asian Badminton Championships Tournament, Girls’ 
Singles - 
Champion 
● 1979 World Badminton Championships Tournament, Mixed 
Doubles - Champion ( Partner : 吳俊盛) 
● 1982 Australian Open, Women’s Singles - 1st runner-up 
● 1988 Summer Olympics (demonstration sport), Mixed Doubles - 
Bronze (Partner: Chan Chi Choi) 
● 1990 Commonwealth Games, Mixed Doubles - Gold (Partner: 
Chan Chi Choi) 
 
 
 
Mr. Sze Yu（施羽） 



His father is 施寧安. They both joined the Club in late 1970s. His 
father coached him at the Club. He won 4 Men’s Singles 
championship titles in the Hong Kong Open in 1979 and 1981-83. 
He represented Hong Kong in the 1982 Asian Games and 
Commonwealth Games. He also played in the 1984 Thomas Cup 
before he emigrated to Australia. 
 
Miss Avelina Collaco 
She was trained at the club as a junior member by Mrs. Diana Lo. 
In 1987, she won the Hong Kong Open Women’s Singles {Division 
B) championship title at the age of 12. She later joined the Hong 
Kong Youth Team and represented Hong Kong in the 1984 Uber 
Cup. 

Hockey Recreio Hockey Team dominated the First Division till early 1970 
winning the First Division championship eleven times in fourteen 
years between 1957 and 1971 and also won the Holland Cup four 
times in that period.  
Some of our players played for the Hong Kong Team in the 
following international competitions: - 
● 8 Recreio players in the 1962 Djakarta Asian Games 
● 6 Recreio players in the 1964 Tokyo Olympics Games 
● 6 Recreio players in the 1966 Bangkok Asian Games 

Lacrosse Lacrosse is a new sport in Hong Kong. Since 2015, Club de Recreio 
collaborated with the Hong Kong Lacrosse Association (HKLA) to 
promote the sport locally with the Club’s 
assistance in providing a training base. Recreio also entered teams 
in the lacrosse league. The Club’s grass pitch is used regularly for 
training of lacrosse teams of both the Club and HKLA. 

Lawn Bowl Club de Recreio first joined the Lawn Bowls League in the Second 
Division in 1927. They rose to the First Division in 1929 and won 
their first championship in 1937. Since then, Recreio became a 
dominant force winning the First Division championship for four 
consecutive years from 1937-1940. 
 
After the war, the success continued as the Club won the First 
Division championship title 14 times in the next 33 years (1948-
1980) and produced many first-class bowlers. Among them, Mr. 
C.C. Delgado and Mr. R.E. DaSilva represented Hong Kong in the 
1970 Edinburgh Commonwealth Games and won the Gold medal 
together with two other players from other clubs, Mr.A.R. Kitchell 
and Mr. G.A. Souza. Our players won the National Singles 
Championship 7 times and the National Pairs 6 times. Mr. C.C. 
Delgado won the Champion of Champions in both1973 and 1974; 
so was Mr. A. Fernandes who won the same award in 1976. 
 
More recent Championship titles include: - 
● National Singles (1991, 1995 and 1999) 
● Mr. T. Rozario won the Champion of Champions in 1991 
● National Triples (1981, 1990 and 2002) 
● National Fours (1981 and 1982) 
Mr. C. Antunes, a member of Club de Recreio, represented Hong 



Kong in several international competitions and won the following 
awards: 
● 1989 4th World Blind Bowl Championships, Singles - Silver 
● 1989 5th Far East & South Pacific Games for the Disabled, 
Singles - 
Gold 
● 1993 5th World Blind Bowl Championships, Mixed Pairs – Gold 

Tennis In 2018, the Club has 5 Men’s and 4 Ladies’ teams participating in 
the HKTA Winter League. 
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regeneration.

It is reasonable to examine whether the use of land by private clubs is 'cost-beneficial' in 
terms of community objectives.  However, this should be done via a case-by-case review on 
the merits rather than by blanket imposition of a financial charge on all clubs.  Minimum 
usage levels by the public can be increased in some cases as the paper proposes - although 
account should be taken of informal public use, point 3 above.  Where a club occupies land 
that would be particularly valuable in other use, consideration can be given to a land swap - 
as in the case of the Hong Kong Cricket Club which was moved from Central to Wong Nai 
Chung Gap.   But policy should not have the effect of closing clubs down and making the 
surviving clubs more elitist.  Hong Kong needs more clubs and recreational facilities, not 
fewer!

I hope these points are helpful.

Regards,

Matthew Harrison
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The Club has hosted both international and local tennis tournaments, including The
Wheelchair Tennis Exhibition Match in 2011, an invitation match with local and participants
from overseas, The Asian International Schools Championships in 2016, and The Hong Kong
National Junior Tennis Championships (U18 categories) since 2015, which will again be
taking place at the Club this year from 1-9 July and 4-17 August.

It also host the Hong Kong Tennis Association (HKTA) Leagues, a Summer League and a
Winter League every year, which occupy the Club’s tennis courts for 480 hours per year.

The Club is currently planning to host an International Tennis Federation (ITF) sanctioned
tournament in November 2018 in conjunction with the Hong Kong Veterans Tennis
Association (HKVTA), The International Super Senior Tennis Open; the proposed tournament
will have 12 events and attract players from all over the world.

Since records started to be kept in 2015, the Club has opened up over 5,000 hours of our
sports facilities to Eligible Outside Bodies such as schools and sports associations. There was
a 65% increase in number of hours opened from 2016 to 2017 alone. The Club remains
committed to further opening up our facilities and to allocate even more resources to
accommodate the needs of outside bodies.

Contribution to the Community 
Caring for the community is a core value that has long been and continues to be

embraced by the Club, and in doing so, we provide access to our non-sporting facilities to
social or charitable organizations, including use of the lawn, playground, playroom and
dining facilities, despite such facilities not falling within HAB’s Opening-up Scheme, and
hours so offered not credited by HAB. The Club continues to support a range of NGOs and
charities, and in selecting our Charity Partners, special emphasis is placed on those
supporting children and the elderly.

Mother’s Choice is one of the Club’s two Charity Partners, and has been since 2010. Their
WEE Care Group and BABY Care Group visit the Club approx. 24 times a year, and we
provide a safe open space for children without families to play in, such as our playroom,
lawn and playground, before treating all the children and carers to lunch at the Poolside.
From 2015 to date, we have provided more than 1,300 meals to Mother’s Choice free of
charge.

St. Mary’s Home for the Aged (St. Mary’s), just around the corner from the Club, is our
other Charity Partner, and has been since 2012, when the Club generously donated
$840,000 to replace and repair windows and doors in the Men’s Wing of the Home. It
arranges regular monthly days of respite for groups of elderly residents, during which they
may do some tai chi on the lawn, enjoy a game of bowling and have lunch in the Bayview
Room with Members and staff volunteers before departing. The Clubs serves approx. 160
meals to St. Mary’s residents free of charge per year, and management visits the Home each
year at Thanksgiving to cook and serve 120 residents and carers a 3-course lunch and to
entertain them with a sing-a-long. The Club also arranges ongoing festive donations such as
mooncakes, rice dumplings and Chinese New Year puddings.



The Club fundraises for selected charities throughout the year through charity sales and
holding charity sports tournaments. Since 2014, it has raised more than $500,000 through
events such as the Annual Christmas Charity Market and the Tennis Charity Social. These
funds have benefited more than 7 charities, e.g. St. Mary’s, The Home of Loving
Faithfulness, Little Life Warrior Society, Hong Kong Dog Rescue.

Over the past three years, the Club has welcomed over 30 charities/NGOs and local Hong
Kong schools on their outings, offering meals, sports, games, team-building and in-kind or
venue support. Notable Organizations include: Just Volunteers English Language Learning
program for disadvantaged children, Hong Kong Christian Services, St. James’ Settlement,
We Paint supporting children on the autism spectrum, HKU Space and HKAPA. More than
2,800 individuals have visited the Club since 2015 and we have served more than 2,300
meals free of charge.

The Club has partnered with Foodlink Foundation since 2012 to donate our surplus food
to beneficiaries partners such as St. Barnabas Society and Chai Wan Baptist Church Social
Service served onsite to those in need free of charge. Since 2015, it has donated more than
1,100 kg of food to Foodlink Foundation.

The above underlines how the HKCC is a critically important contributor to so many 
community programs in Hong Kong. Extending its lease is critically important to 
demonstrate to the world that Hong Kong continues to be a forward looking, leading 
example for other Asian nations to follow. 

Thanking you

Yours faithfully

Haresh Melwani
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sponsor in sailing, and a very premium brand in its own right, Rolex , would not choose to associate 
itself with a club that had anything but the highest standards of professionalism and expertise 
required to put on such an event.
And of course this year saw the club provide the on water race management for the Volvo Ocean 
Race which was adjudged a great success. The positive publicity that this provided for Hong Kong 
was priceless.
And thirdly we should turn to the recent Asian Games in Indonesia. Hong Kong had its best medal 
haul ever and part of that was in sailing. This was in no small part due to the background of those 
sailors and their training through the club system.

And Hong Kong and its people get to benefit from all of this at no cost. The club funds all of it 
through its current funding efforts.

So there is much at risk should either the land supply task force decide to take back the small 
amounts of land used by the club or the land premium be greatly increased.
Clearly the former would result in the cessation of all of the above which would be catastrophic both 
for the club  and for the international reputation of Hong Kong.
Should the land premium be increased to 30% of full market value that would also be highly 
detrimental to the club and its activities.
Such an increase in costs would clearly require the cutting of jobs, with the attendant increase in 
unemployment, and the passing on of the costs to the members in the form of increased 
subscriptions.
All of this would combine to cut the number of activities the club could afford and to make the club 
more inaccessible to non members which would seem to be quite the opposite to that which the 
Government has been trying to achieve thus far.

So in closing I would strongly advocate that the clubs with PRL’s are not considered as a part of this 
exercise to find more land for housing. The downside to so doing far outweighs the benefits as I have 
outlined above.
Additionally there should be no increase to the cost burden that these clubs bear so that they can 
continue to provide the great facilities that they do to the people of Hong Kong and continue to 
enhance the city’s reputation abroad.

Sincerely,
Mike Griffiths.
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system to allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.

1. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and
recreational use;
(Refer to pages 33-34).

Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support 
and hosting it should even be encouraged.

No name provided
沒有署名





personal character. The ABC has been my home away from home since childhood and a perfect 
venue to showcase Hong Kong's diversity and quality to overseas guests as well.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Hung
PROTECT TIGERS - that includes their habitat and DON'T use tiger products and spread the word! 
Thank you!
PROTECT ELEPHANTS - ivory kills the elephant it's NOT just "pulling teeth"! Refuse ivory!
PROTECT RHINOS - getting their horns kills the animal! There are plenty medicines that actually 
work unlike rhino horn! Refuse rhino horn!
PROTECT THE CHINESE WHITE DOLPHIN (PINK DOLPHIN) - HK is almost the only home of pink 
dolphins! Stop building in their territory! Don't disrupt their habitat!







      2nd September 2018 

 

Home Affairs Bureau 

 

Dear Sirs, 

Re: Invitation of Views 

Review of Policy of Private Recreation Leases 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed Policy concerning 
Private Recreation Leases (PRLs), and how this might apply to Private Sports Clubs 
(PSCs). 

Firstly, by way of background, I have lived almost all my adult life in either Hong Kong or 
Sydney, two world-class cities with instantly recognisable skylines. My main sporting 
interests have been rugby, which I played up to age 30 and remain a keen student and 
spectator of this great game and, post age 30, sailing and continue to participate in this 
wonderful sport. 

I have been a member of three yacht clubs in Sydney (remaining a member of one) and 
locally a member of both Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club (RHKYC) and Hebe Haven 
Yacht Club (HHYC) “the Clubs”. So, in expressing my views to the proposed Policy, I 
will draw on my experience of living in both Sydney and Hong Kong (Cities) by way of 
comparison, and the applicability to the Clubs I am a member of in Hong Kong, in the 
context of PSCs. 

Looking at the sporting facilities available in both Cities, at this point in time I see many 
similarities. The PSCs were generally established some time ago, along with the 
development and establishment of these two great Cities, noting the Cities are not that 
dissimilar in age. In the case of Sydney, the land “granted” to establish the PSCs was 
generally done so by the local Council, whereas in Hong Kong, that has been granted 
by and managed under the Lands Department. 

In parallel, the local Governments of the Cities have also developed their own leisure 
and sporting facilities, and while they provide the physical resources and facilities to 
host leisure and sporting activities, their staff have a role that is more around 
administration and safety of the facility, and in general lack the resources necessary to 
drive the sporting development of those using the facilities, especially at the elite level. 

Those PSCs that have survived and have generally grown into established and 
professionally run organisations, with a Board of Directors (Committee) providing 



governance and guidance, while the Clubs employ professional management teams, 
with staff to run the Club operations, including staff expert in the particular field of sport. 
In the main, they have grown without Government contributions and owe their success 
and existence to the decades of countless thousands of voluntary hours, plus financial 
subscriptions and the like, provided by the members, as participants, event organisers 
or serving on the numerous Committees needed to operate what are now well-
developed and well-managed PSCs. 

In terms of sporting achievements, the Clubs provide the opportunity and skilled trainers 
for young children to develop both their sporting and teamwork skills, and foster a safe 
and caring learning environment that contributes to the wider development of the 
community and society. We have seen many sailors develop their skills to go onto 
success on the international arena, while the Clubs have taken an active role in hosting 
international events, putting Hong Kong squarely on the international map as a location 
for world class sailing and yachting. 

At the community level, the Clubs are open to non-members, and provide the 
opportunity for everyone to participate in sailing, and we have seen some great success 
stories as a result. As an example, I was recently thanked by a parent of a local sailor, 
who joined the dinghy sailing programme at HHYC in year 5 of school, and at that time 
not being able to communicate in English. In the 5 years since joining, that young man 
has represented Hong Kong internationally (with considerable success) and can now 
confidently communicate in English – this is but a single example. 

Getting back to the issue at hand, i.e. potential Policy changes to the PRLs, 
Government should take into consideration the role of the PSCs in: 

 their contribution to the fabric of Hong Kong society and position as a “world city”; 
 providing access to water sports in the community including those with 

disabilities; 
 supporting the city’s elite sailors and training future generations of elite sailors 

capable of winning medals for Hong Kong; and 
 enhancing Hong Kong’s image through staging local, regional and international 

sailing competitions. 

Any change that would see the PSCs at risk would certainly reduce the attractiveness of 
Hong Kong as a powerhouse and financial centre in Asia. 

The key Policy areas that are under review and observations made are as follows: 

1. Treating PSCs as a special category under the PRLs – certainly the Clubs I am a 
member of in Hong Kong are sporting Clubs and the ancillary facilities provided 
such as boat storage & maintenance, staff facilities, change rooms, food & 
beverage outlets and the Clubhouse are all required to ensure the sporting 
activities can be conducted at an international standard and funded by the PSC 
without external (Government) contributions; 



2. The conditions of the leases should allow sufficient flexibility for the PSCs to 
develop the ancillary facilities needed to support conduct of the sport, and being 
able to meet the targets set by Government such as open access, training to 
international levels and hosting world class events; 

3. In consideration of continuing the PRLs and allowing ancillary facilities to be 
developed, Government should expect the PSCs to meet their access and 
participation targets through regular monitoring 

The key and most contentious aspect of the proposed Policy centres around charging 
the Clubs a premium for ongoing renewal of the PRLs. This should receive the most 
scrutiny and consideration. Simply “taxing” the Clubs to appease interested parties may 
be an expeditious solution, but at what expense? 

All the PSCs are “not for profit” organisations, so any “premium” paid for the site will 
essentially reduce the funds available to maintain the Clubs facilities, providing open 
access, develop sailors and host events, and will be contrary to Government’s Policy 
and targets for the PSCs. 

Perhaps more consideration should be given to assess: 

 The contribution of the PSCs to Hong Kong’s position as a world city and 
attractive destination to live and work; 

 The financial value of the voluntary hours and financial contribution of the PSCs 
members (subscriptions, race/training fees and general expenditure), all of which 
is returned to the sport 

 The cost saved by Government by not having to provide the facilities and staff 
that the PSCs have provided over the decades and continue to provide. 

In conclusion, the PSC’s have developed as essential contributors to the status of Hong 
Kong in an ever-increasing global contest for top talents and should be supported by 
Government Policy to ensure they can contribute to the community and deliver sporting 
success at an international level – any change in Policy should be to improve the PSCs 
capability and capacity to do so, and not put that at risk.    

I would be happy to provide further feedback if required, but would prefer for my 
feedback to remain anonymous. My email address is:  

 

Yours faithfully, 

Peter Weiley 





LENGTH, PRICE, SALABILITY AND TRANSFER) this is a terrible financial impact on the survival 
of the PRL’S and a double charge.
5) Of course it should continue at nil or nominal land premium for those who have over the
years developed, improved and open the PRL’s to members, sporting youth and the public.
Those PRLs are doing their job, benefiting Hong Kong sporting reputation, offering quality
environment, they should not be threaten to be bankrupted or closed down.
6) At least if an onerous land premium is to be paid by PRL’s flexibility in payment should
be considered and the amount calculated according affordability not according to developer
’s unrealistic and extortionate land values.

Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their facilities so as to 
better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong;
(Refer to pages 25-30).

Yes surely they already do anyway

What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities);
(Refer to pages 30-31).

Any as long as they are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs, provide sporting 
experience, and Development are opened to all with a fee.

How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees;
(Refer to pages 31-33).

Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point system to 
allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.

Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use;
(Refer to pages 33-34).

1) ES surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and development are open
to all with a fee and

2) Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and
hosting it should even be encouraged.

Thank you for your kind attention

Regards
Chau Che Kin







Home Affairs Bureau 

13th/F, West Wing, Central Government Offices 

2 Tim Mei Avenue 

Tamar 

Subject: Public Consultations on Policy Review of Private Recreational Leases 

 

Dear Sir/Madam – 

 

I am a regular user of the excellent sports facilities at Hong Kong Football 

Club.  My nieces and nephew, all of whom are not members of the Club, 

regularly attend football, hockey, and dance classes there.  We also take part 

in the free public events regularly organized by the Club, such as christmas 

carols on its football field.  

 

The facilities are made available to both the public and club members 

throughout the year for a broad range of activities from league fixtures of 

sports associations, international tournaments, charity fund raisers and adult 

and junior coaching and development. 

 

I believe the Club contributes extensively in serving the Happy Valley 

neighbourhood, offering space, quality events, sports coaching and facilities to 

its residents.  

 

I would urge Government NOT to impose any additional charges or 

premiums on HKFC or other Clubs holding PRLs.  The Clubs are non-profit 

making and any charges will simply have to be passed on to public users of 

Club Facilities inevitably restricting access and reducing Hong Kong’s already 

meagre supply of quality facilities, quality coaching and opportunities to 

diversify and excel through sports and recreation. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Deborah Josephine Bernal Measor 

 
 





September	1,	2018	
	
	
Home	Affairs	Bureau	
13/F,	West	Wing,	Central	Government	Offices,	
2	Tim	Mei	Avenue,	Tamar,	
Hong	Kong	
	
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	
	
We	are	writing	to	support	the	preservation	of	the	entire	Fanling	site	of	the	Hong	
Kong	Golf	Club.	There	are	many	excellent	reasons	why	the	entire	Fanling	site	is	
important	to	Hong	Kong	from	the	site’s	deep	history	and	heritage	to	the	valuable	
contribution	towards	the	development	of	golf	in	Hong	Kong	and	the	charitable	
donations	to	the	community.	
	
Another	perspective	we	would	like	to	draw	out	is	the	under-development	of	
golfing	facilities	in	Hong	Kong.	Preservation	of	the	Fanling	site	would	help	
maintain	the	already	tight	golfing	options	available	and	help	Hong	Kong	in	
becoming	a	world-class	city.	
	
Based	on	publicly	available	data	from	World	Golf	Foundation	
(www.worldgolffoundation.org),	an	organization	that	promotes	the	game	of	golf,	
we	have	been	able	to	compare	the	supply	and	demand	for	golf	in	Hong	Kong	
versus	the	rest	of	the	world.	This	type	of	information	presumably	is	readily	
available	for	the	golf	industry	and	public	policy	makers.	This	global	
benchmarking	constructed	from	publicly	available	information	nonetheless	
provides	valuable	perspective	for	the	current	debate.	
	
Firstly,	golf	as	a	sport	is	highly	correlated	to	a	country’s	wealth.	As	the	chart	
below	shows,	higher	GDP	per	capita	countries	are	associated	with	a	lower	ratio	
of	the	number	of	people	per	golfer	(or	the	inverse	of	the	number	of	golfers	per	
person	in	the	country).		
	
The	countries	in	this	universe	are	also	grouped	by	income,	based	on	World	Bank	
classifications.	Golf	is	clearly	a	much	more	popular	sport	among	high	income	
countries	with	mostly	low	population	per	golfer	ratios	(or	high	golfer	per	capita	
ratios).	Low	income	countries	are	all	clustered	among	the	bottom	axis	with	much	
higher	population	per	golfer	ratios	–	golf	is	not	so	popular	among	these	
countries.	
	





Secondly,	golf	is	a	popular	sport	in	Hong	Kong.	There	is	one	golfer	in	roughly	
every	500	people	in	HK	(and	this	500	people	includes	children	and	the	elderly)	
as	the	chart	below	shows.	Compared	to	nearby	Singapore,	where	there	is	one	
golfer	in	about	every	1,200	people,	golf	is	a	far	more	popular	sport	in	Hong	Kong.	
	
	

	
But	sadly,	the	availability	of	golf	courses	is	the	fifth	lowest	among	our	universe	of	
39	high-income	countries.	Hong	Kong	has	12	golf	courses,	including	several	9-
hole	courses,	for	a	population	of	over	7	million.	That	is	about	one	golf	course	per	
600,000	people.	As	the	chart	below	shows,	we	are	ranked	together	with	the	likes	
of	Hungary,	Latvia,	Lithuania	and	Poland	–	countries	that	a	global	economic	hub	
like	Hong	Kong	is	rarely	compared	to.		
	
In	highly	advanced	countries	like	the	US,	Canada	and	Australia,	there	is	a	golf	
course	for	every	20,000	or	so	people.	Hong	Kong	clearly	does	not	have	the	land	
resources	like	these	countries,	but	what	is	interesting	is	that	even	Singapore	
with	a	smaller	population	of	5.5	million	has	nearly	double	the	number	of	golf	
courses	than	Hong	Kong	(Singapore	has	23	courses).	This	means	one	golf	course	
for	every	240,000	people	in	Singapore,	about	one-third	the	ratio	for	Hong	Kong.	
	



Sources:	World	Golf	Foundation,	United	Nations,	World	Bank	
	
As	a	world-class	city	(remember	the	government	slogan	“Asia’s	World	City”),	
Hong	Kong	is	already	undershooting	peers	in	terms	of	golf	facilities.	We	should	
in	fact	be	thinking	about	expanding	and	not	reducing	golf	facilities	in	Hong	Kong,	
to	help	Hong	Kong	be	“Asia’s	World	City”,	by	providing	the	environment	that	
helps	to	attract	world-class	talent.	
	
	
Yours	faithfully,	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Mr	and	Mrs	Simon	Ho	
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2) By looking deeper in the contribution of PRL’s over the year towards Hong Kong by
developing unusable plots of land into prime sports area for Hong Kong shows that premium
have already been paid in another way.
3) The definition of spots against ancillary facilities is necessary but inexistent so far how
this can affect the premium no one knows yet.
4) Why charging a premium and then over controlling the debenture sales, (ISSUANCE,
LENGTH, PRICE, SALABILITY AND TRANSFER) this is a terrible financial impact on
the survival of the PRL’S and a double charge.
5) Of course it should continue at nil or nominal land premium for those who have over the
years developed, improved and open the PRL’s to members, sporting youth and the public.
Those PRLs are doing their job, benefiting Hong Kong sporting reputation, offering quality
environment, they should not be threaten to be bankrupted or closed down.
6) At least if an onerous land premium is to be paid by PRL’s flexibility in payment should
be considered and the amount calculated according affordability not according to developer’s
unrealistic and extortionate land values.

Q4. Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their facilities so as to 
better complement and support sports development in Hong Kong;
1) Yes surely they already do anyway

Q5. What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including ancillary facilities);
1) Any as long as they are in line with the ethos and M&A of each clubs, provide sporting
experience, and Development are opened to all with a fee.

Q6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of the lessees;
1) Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad point system to
allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad one to be terminated.

Q7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and recreational use;
1) Yes surely as long as they are providing sporting experience and development are open to
all with a fee and
2) Yes if they are for the development of elite sports and international event support and
hosting it should even be encouraged.

Additional comments:
• The Aberdeen Boat Club is open to the general public for sports, actually 80% of the
certification in the club or the sailing activity in general is for non-members.
• The Aberdeen Boat Club has developed the land over the last 50 years and has already paid
its due, why charging more again?
• The Club is a peaceful haven in the Hong Kong jungle and bring peace, harmony and
tranquility for the community.













would be done at the taxpayer's expense, regardless of whether they use 
these facilities or not. PRL lessees use fees collected by users, which creates 
a fair system in which leisure facilities are being built and funded by those 
who use them, and subsequently offered for use to the entire HK population. 
They rely on the availability of affordable land to do so. To allow this mutually 
beneficial system to continue, the current financial arrangement for the use of 
PRLs should continue. If rents were increased, the additional cost would be 
borne by the users and thus limit access of the leisure facilities to fewer 
people.

4. Whether the PRL lessees should be required to further open up their
facilities so as to better complement and support sports development in
Hong Kong;
(Refer to pages 25-30).

Yes. The PRL lessee I am familiar with is already open to non-members and
is a convenient option for residents that complements and supports existing
facilities for the development of water sports in HK. It has been operating in
Hong Kong for over 5 decades.
PRL lessees should be required to offer options for sports and leisure
activities that complement those offered by the government and which meet a
real demand among HK residents, and be asked to make these options
available to the all.

5. What types of facilities should be allowed on these sites (including
ancillary facilities);
(Refer to pages 30-31).

Any that allows the development of sports and leisure activities in HK, as long
as they are self-financed through user fees.

6. How to enhance the monitoring on the governance and transparency of
the lessees;
(Refer to pages 31-33).

Continue the quarterly reporting and yearly inspection with good point bad
point system to allow good PRL’s to carry on and bad ones to be terminated.
It is only fair that organizations that benefit from a PRL be subject to scrutiny
on the services their render to the territory and its residents.

7. Whether and how to assess applications for new sites for sports and
recreational use;
(Refer to pages 33-34).

Assessment for new sites should be made on the basis of whether it meets a
demand in HK for the specific sporting and leisure facilities it seeks to offer,
along with the already existing offer for such facilities. New applicants’
proposals should benefit the residents by offering sporting and leisure
facilities in demand and take into consideration the growing population.









● Maintaining close collaboration with national sports associations
● Promoting a sports community
● Supporting sports development
4. Sports development is a social investment. The Government has been
heavily
subsidizing the public’s use of Government’s sports and recreational
facilities. Private sports clubs have been playing an important
role in local sports development. The consultation paper has recognized
the contributions of
these clubs to alleviating the pressure on public facilities and promoting
sports development.
The clubs are non-profit making, self-financing. Members, mainly local
residents, pay all
necessary costs for operating the clubs. Their main objective is to satisfy
the basic need of
having a healthy living. Apart from paying for their own sports and
recreational activities,
they are also subsidizing local sports development for they are sharing
part of the
Government’s responsibility. I would suggest a nominal land premium for
private sports
clubs be maintained. It can simply be seen as another subsidy for Hong
Kong’s sports
development.
5. The Government is financially sound. It already has a large reserve.
There is no
urgent need to further increase the reserve by requiring private sports
clubs to pay such a high
land premium (30% of FMV at each lease renewal for a term of 15
years). I do not think the
proposed land premium is justified. The renewal of PRL with a nominal
land premium can be
justified by :
● Contributions to sports development for many decades
● Provision of good quality sports and leisure activities
● Promotion of community sports and elite training
● Providing training venues for various sports associations
● Hosting local and international sports competitions
● Satisfying the demand of local sports enthusiasts
6. I have been a member of Club de Recreio since March 1978, a span
of 40 years. I want to join a club because it is often too
difficult or even impossible to book public sports facilities. As an average
middle class citizen and a taxpayer, a



nominal land premium for private sports clubs is perhaps the only benefit
I can get from the
Government for I am not eligible for the general welfare benefits like
housing or social
security schemes. Why can’t we, the middle class, enjoy a subsidy from
the Government in
the form of a nominal land premium for the use of club facilities. Besides,
under the new
proposal, opening-up of club facilities will be increased to at least 30%.
Therefore, a nominal
land premium also means a subsidy for the general public.
7. I prefer to join a private sports club because there are things that
public facilities of
the Government cannot provide :
● A variety of sports and ancillary facilities at the same venue
● Participation in league or friendly matches can be arranged easily
● Training and competitions can raise my skills
● Family members of different ages can each have a favourable pastime
at the same venue
● A friendly, homely environment
● A safe place where I can enjoy my games and let the juniors have their
own play time
● Children can try different sports and starts training of a favourable one
at an early age
The growing membership size of private sports clubs indicates a social
demand for such
facilities. While public facilities provided by the Government cannot meet
the special needs
of local citizens, we should be given an extra option provided at
affordable charges by
non-profit making sports clubs. While the Government does not build,
maintain and manage
such facilities, it can show support by charging a nominal land premium.
8. Club de Recreio should be exempted from paying the proposed land
premium because
of its valuable contributions to local sports development
● A long history of over a century in sports promotion
● Provide elite training
● Provide the necessary sports facilities
● Provide venues for local and international competitions for hockey,
lacrosse, lawn
bowls and tennis
● Provide affordable entrance opportunities for sports lovers



● It is a club for sports lovers, not a club for the well off as evidenced in
the Club's modest setting
9. Club de Recreio has always kept entrance fees and monthly
subscription fees at very
low levels, comparing with other sports clubs of the same scale. The
Club is aiming at
providing affordable entrance opportunities for sports enthusiasts. Over
the years, the Club
has focused on the social responsibility to promote sports rather than on
its own financial
growth. It does not have a large reserve. The proposed land premium is
definitely
unaffordable. The Club shall face great difficulties upon expiry of the
present lease. It may be
forced to cease operation. Perhaps the Club should, like other clubs,
have created debentures
and corporate membership, or should have set all fees at much higher
levels, despite that
would limit the entrance opportunities of the average working people.
Should the Club be
penalized for being dedicated to sports promotion instead of being
money-minded? Is the
Government encouraging the operation mode of “a club for the rich”?
Isn’t the policy of
PRL aiming at providing proper venues for sports activities and
promoting sports
development?
10. Private sports clubs are supplementing the inadequacies of some
rare sports facilities
like hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls and tennis in Hong Kong.
Concessionary terms should therefore be
considered for PRL renewal.
11. The proposed land premium for PRL is higher than that payable in
ordinary land sale
by private developers :
● Private developers (profit-making corporations) pay 100% full market
value (FMV)
for 50 years, meaning 2% per year or 30% for 15 years. They can enjoy
100% free
use of the land sold.
● Private sports clubs (non-profit-making) pay one-third (33.3%) of FMV
for 15 years,
a higher rate.



● Under the enhanced opening-up scheme, over 30% of the Clubs’
sports facilities will
be used by non-members. The maximum sports facilities of each club
usable by
members shall be less than 70%, a lower rate.
12. On the one hand, the Government has, in the consultation paper,
acknowledged the
contributions of these private sports clubs to local sports development.
Yet on the other hand,
harsh measures like largely increasing the land premium and opening-up
hours, are
recommended for renewal of PRL. I believe there is inconsistency in the
government policy in this regard.
(II) Clubs that cannot pay the proposed land premium may opt to
operate in a “quasi-public’ nature
The club’s establishment and operation have, over the years, been
relying solely on the
financial contributions of club members. If clubs are being forced to
convert to a
“quasi-public” nature:
● Does it mean ignoring the past contributions of club members entirely?
● Will the club’s reserve contributed by past and present club members
be brought
forward for future use? If yes, is it fair to these members?
● Will new members or the public have equal rights as existing members
in the use of
club facilities? If yes, is it fair?
● How can the rights and interests of existing members be protected?
Truly yours

 James S. Tsien
Member, Club de Recreio
(Membership )
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Urgent Return receipt Sign Encrypt Mark Subject Restricted Expand personal&public groups

Land Premium on Recreation lease Renewal
09/09/2018 00:13

From:

To: "prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk" <prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk>,

Please respond to

History: This message has been replied to.

Director of Building and Land,
Dear sir,
I wish to raise my objections on Government's charging our Club de Recreio an 
unreasonablely high annual premium by adopting reference to commercial or residential land 
sales, which definitely provide tremendous profits to the developers. The comparables for 
assessment should be taken from and refined to land grants, sales or rentals restrictively for 
recreational purpose, the prices of which were relatively lower, having considered the user 
restrictions. 
To adopt a percentage of FMV is by all means, reasonable when appropriate comparables are 
used, and points like the history of the club, open to public elements, contributions to 
promoting sports, non-profit making nature, etc. should also be addressed to.
Yours truly,
Liu Pak-man
Liu Cheung Lai Chi
(Membership )
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Urgent Return receipt Sign Encrypt Mark Subject Restricted Expand personal&public groups

Suggestions for Members ' Views on PRL
09/09/2018 00:23

From:

To: "prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk" <prl_consultation@hab.gov.hk>,

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Sir/madam,
I am the member of CdeR, I object to charge the club one-third of land premium as 
we can enjoy different kind of sports such as lawn bowls, tennis, badminton, 
mahjohn etc. in the club which are shortage of gov't facilities.  We are not able to pay 
for the high charges if one-third of land premium is levied.
Thank you for your attention and consideration.
Louise Yeung
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